
Tori Livingood
Licensed Esthetician

LIVINGOOD ESTHETICS

LOCATED IN THE MAGNOLIA
SALON, BEREA. Livingood Esthetics of-
fers a full range of professional esthetic 
services with licensed esthetician Tori 
Livingood. 
    Born and raised in Berea. Tori's passion 
lies in enhancing natural beauty through 
specialized services in brows, lashes, 
facials, plus face and body waxing. Tori 
strives to provide a relaxing and person-
alized experience for each client. Let her 
work together with you to help YOU feel 
your BEST!
    Located at 720 Paint Lick Road in 
Berea. Appointments are available Mon-
day thru Friday 10-6 and Saturday 12-6. 
Call 859-582-6237 or visit her website at 
torilivingood.glossgenius.com to see a full 
listing of services offered and to schedule 
your appointment. Gift certificates are also 
available and make the perfect gift.

Offering
Specialized 
Facial, Brow 
and Waxing 
Services

PASTOR'S WIFE'S
APPRECIATION DAY

THE CONGREGATION OF GETHSEMANE BAPTIST CHURCH in Berea, 
surprised Audra Cortez, Wife of Pastor Ed Cortez, by celebrating Pastor‘s 
wife’s appreciation day. The event was held Sunday, November 16th. Audra 
the congregation showered Audra with gifts, and several shared memories 
and other special stories of how God has used Audra to bless their lives. A 
meal followed from Back Porch Smokehouse in Mount Vernon.
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CHECK  YOUR $1Bills -You May Have the Lucky Buck!

239 Mount Vernon Rd., Berea
(859) 756-3534

*Financing Avalable
FAMILY AUTO SALES

Don’t 
Make 
Any Deals 
Without 
Checking 
Out Our 
Wheels!

THOMAS NOE
859-792-2601
ThomasNoe@kyfb.com

Kentucky 
Farm Bureau
Garrard Co.
8-5:30 Mon
8-4:30 Tue-Fri
 
751 Lexington Rd
Lancaster, KY 
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James Alexander
Senior Mortgage Banker
NMLS# #54612 
Mobile: 859-582-4751
Office: 859-353-0933
Jalexander@stockton.com

Stockton Mortgage NMLS#8259
Equal Housing Lender
nmlsconsumeraccess.org

10%OFF FOR EKU STUDENTS & STAFF
*Cannot be combined with other specials or discounts*

More Pictures & Videos at Seekernews.com

859-623-0187American Hall 
Storage 249 North Keeneland

Richmond, KY

24hr, Gated & Camera 
Monitored Facility

5X10- $40.00 
10X10-$60.00  
10X15-$88.00 

10X20- $95.00 
10X30-

Competitive Monthly Rates

Office Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-4

Hey You!
Don’t Be A Hitter

kristimiller.net
Slow Down 
For A Critter!

KELLY’S FRUIT MARKET

476 Eastern By-Pass
Richmond

Next to Big Lots
859-624-2873

WE HAVE FIREWOOD!

THERE'S STILL 
TIME TO ORDER 
YOUR HOLIDAY 

FRUIT BASKETS

WE WILL BE CLOSING FOR THE SEASON ON DEC 24TH.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE.
WE WILL SEE YOU IN THE SPRING!

https://radakitchenstore.com/?ref=ES420236

Order Online With QR 
Code Or Web Address

Merry Christmas!



For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. -John 3:16 The Seeker 3

LIKE IT NEVER 
EVEN HAPPENED

Located at 110 Fairground Road, Berea, KY 40403 
(Just Behind Near New Auto)

NOW OFFERING RV & 
CAMPER REPAIRS!

We Restore Your Vehicle 
To The Safest Standards 
Possible.
Your Precious 
Cargo Is Our #1 Priority!

859-985-2583
BereaCollisionCenter.com

PRUITTS AUTO SALES

OPEN
8 to 5

Mon-Fri

BUY HERE 
PAY HERE

ASK
ABOUT OUR 

LOCATED ON HWY 25, MIDWAY BETWEEN RICHMOND & BEREA

(859) 353-8361 or (859) 575-0771

Before You Buy, Give US a Try FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

With Payment
Options

2019 FORD F-150 4x4
$10,999

*LET’S WHEEL 
AND DEAL!

PROGRAM
*ON SELECT

VEHICLES ONLY*

“We Forgo the Frills
 to Give You the Deals!” 

Oldham, Roberts and Powell

Funeral Home

New owners, Billy and Leigh Ann 
Butcher, and General Manager, Justin 
Woosley

Honoring Tradition While 
Respecting Change

Since 1906
1110 Barnes Mill Road
Richmond, KY  40475

(859) 623-2422
Orpfh.com

Richmond's Only On-Site Crematory 

Since 1906

Billy and Leigh Ann Butcher Family of
Funeral Homes and Crematory

HOG TROUGH
Baked tater stuffed with pulled pork
or chicken smothered with baked
beans and topped with shredded
cheese and onions. Served with
fried cornbread. A meal in itself.

PORK NACHOS
Tortilla chips, pulled pork, cheese
sauce, green onions, banana pep-
pers, jalapenos, BBQ sauce and
sour cream.

Free
Drink
with
meal

purchase

Phone: 606-256-8504
Email: danna_9159@windstream.net

Mon-Tues. CLOSED  Wed-Thurs. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.  Sun. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

1797 Lake Linville Rd.
Mount Vernon, Ky. 40456

backporchsmokehousebbq.com

COUPON

Barbecue and a ViewBARBECUE AND A VIEW! THEBACKPORCHSMOKEHOUSE@GMAIL.COM

ENTER 
TO WIN 

OUR FREE 
CHRISTMAS 

BASKET!
See Store 
for Details

CHRISTMAS

SPECIAL
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We Have The Tools & 
Knowledge To Help 
With Your Projects

Welcome 
Back
Students

Mon-Fri 8-5 - Sat 9-5 
Closed on SUNDAY
476 J & V Ln, Stanford, KY

Behind Joe's Market Formerly JNV Meat Processing

Beef Burger           $4.50lb.
Beef Patties           $4.75lb.
Ribeye Steak          $14.65lb.
Beef Roasts            $6.75lb.
Fillet Mignon           $16.50lb.
New York Steaks    $9.50lb.

Pork Sausage 	       $2.50lb.
Sausage Patties     $3.75lb.
Pork Bacon             $4.80lb.
Jowl Bacon             $4.25lb.
Pork Chops             $2.50lb.
Tenderloin              $3.00lb.
Pork Ribs              $4.75lb. 

Call for Availability
859-792-4249

CUSTOM MEAT PROCESSING
MEAT PACKING

& RETAIL MEATS

Join us in 

of Music

CELEBRATING DINNER AND
MUSIC SHOW 

SNOW DATE
JANUARY 3rd

Show Starts At 2pm
FOR ADVANCE TICKETS CALL 

(606) 776-6780 WE ARE LOCATED AT 8209 US 60 SALT LICK, KY 

Featuring Award Winning Artists:
Jonathan Rader And Kristi Miller

Jonathan 
Rader As 
Elvis &
Johnny Cash 

Kristi Miller 
As The One 
& Only
Dolly Mama

Tickets are $30 Each 
Can Buy in advance or at the door



Thomas Ferrell 
Farris
Aug. 27, 1969  -  Nov. 13, 2025

Rev. Arny
Ray Reed
March 17, 1949  -  Nov. 16, 2025

Harry Dale 
Gibson
Dec. 13, 1954  -  Oct. 25, 2025

Rev. Gerald 
Lee Powell
July 20, 1952  -  Nov 19, 2025

Arthur Harvey 
Schmieder
Dec. 15, 1934  -  Oct. 14, 2025
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Located at
203 N. Dogwood Dr.

Berea, KY
(859) 986-8416

lakesfuneralhome.com

Madison County’s 
Only On Site 
Crematory

We meet your needs in your 
time of grief

 ...TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY, AND TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:8

Welcome 
Back
Students

Sherman
Gray
Jan. 18, 1965  -  Nov. 13, 2025

Visit davisandpowellfuneralhome.com 
for full obituary information

IN HEARTFELT  HONOR
OF BEAUTIFUL LIVES

Visit davisandpowellfuneralhome.com 
for full obituary information

D&PD&P

Visit lakesfuneralhome.com for full 
obituary information

Visit lakesfuneralhome.com for full 
obituary information

Visit orpfh.com for full obituary 
information

Visit orpfh.com for full obituary 
information

WE ARE LOCATED AT 8209 US 60 SALT LICK, KY 

Tickets are $30 Each 
Can Buy in advance or at the door

D&P
D&P



Events

859-986-7027
854 Ridgewood Dr., Berea

Optometrists:
Dr. Sarah King, 

Dr. Kevin Skidmore, 
Dr Gary King

Dr. Ashley Lane
Dr. Taylor Waggoner

Charlie’s
Pickin’ & Grinnin’

Across From
O’l Kentucky Furniture

Between Berea And Richmond

Music Every 
Monday at 7 pm 
Refreshments
Pot Luck on Last 
Monday of Each 
Month! Breakfast 
and Music On 
Saturdays at 9 am

The Seeker 6

Free Admission
Everyone is Welcome

Donations are Appreciated

Wordpress Design &
Development Services

KERNIX WEB DESIGN

ATTENTION...
BUSINESS OWNERS, ARTISTS,

Event Coordinators,
POLITICIANS & MORE...

Website Design - Website Performance
JavaScript Integration - WP Installation
WP Theme Customization-WP Support
CALL JIM KERNICKY

484-432-9712
kernixwebdesign.com

TUNE INTO DIAL & DEAL ON 
WWAG RADIO
107.9 & 98.9

We love because he first 
loved us.1 John 4:19

For Ticketing And Scheduled 
Events Call 859-756-0011 Or 

Book Online 
thespotlightplayhouse.com

IS IT TIME FOR YOUR
NEXT EYE EXAM?

SEASON 22 HAS BEGUN!

ULTIMATE HOLIDAY CELEBRATION! DECEMBER 18-21
Get ready for the ulti-
mate holiday celebra-
tion! This brand-new 
Christmas Showcase 
Dinner Show pulls to-
gether everything we 
love about Christmas 
- our favorite songs, 
cherished traditions, 
and the magic of the 
season. More info 
above.

The Bluegrass Players invite you to 
experience the most festive event of 
the season, where holiday dreams 
come true and families create mag-
ic together.
     This highly interactive dinner 
show invites guests to become part 
of the story as they work together 
to solve a Christmas mystery while 
enjoying delicious food and festive 
entertainment. With audience par-
ticipation, on-stage games, and hol-
iday surprises throughout the eve-
ning, this all-new script promises to 
create memories that will last long 
after the final bow!
     Guests will be pulled up on stage 
to play games and participate in the 
Christmas fun, making every perfor-
mance unique and unforgettable.
Thursday, December 18 - Sunday, 
December 21

SPOTLIGHT
PLAYHOUSE

JIM SHIELDS BOOK SIGNING
Author of the Brand New Book, Gifts 
To Share, a fascinating collection of 
sonnets. Order Now for Christmas! 
Don’t Miss Jim Shields’ Book Signing,
Saturday, December 6, 10:00-2:00, 
At the Kentucky Artisan Center, 
Artisan Way, Berea.

Send us pictures of your home with 
Christmas lights and decorations. First 
place winner receives a $50 Gift Card 
for Back Porch Smokehouse! Second 
and third place winners will receive 
prizes. Email: kristimiller1005@gmail.
com Text:(859) 302-3103
Mail: P. O. Box 302, Berea, KY 40403

THE SEEKER
CHRISTMAS CONTEST

DINNER AND SHOW
Kristi Miller and Johnathan Rader 
to host dinner show at Debbie’s 
Music Hall. Enjoy impersonations 
as world, champion winner, 
Jonathan Rader pays tribute to 
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, etc.; 
And Kristi Miller as the Dolly 
Mama! Friday, December 12, at 
6 p.m. (See page ? for details on 
ad.) Salt Lick, KY. Call to reserve 
Tickets (606) 776-6780.
See ad on page 4.
WAYSIDE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH PLAY
Presents a Christian version of 
How The Grinch Stole Christmas 
on Sun., Dec. 14th at 11 am.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
RADIO WCBR 

93.7 FM

MAPLE GROVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Maple Grove Christmas Dinner Dec 
7th, after Morning Service at 11.

CONGRATULATIONS
to newlyweds, Haley and Richard 
Steele (Haley, of Rockcastle 
Recycling) 

BEREA UNITED 
METHODIST  
Christmas Bizzare, Sat, Dec. 
6, Fee St.



CONTACT US AT 
The Seeker Christian News

P.O. Box 302
Berea, KY 40403

Kristi Miller,
Owner/Publisher
859-302-3103

kristimiller1005@gmail.com

We Want To Hear From 
You. Please Send Any Arti-
cles, Recipes, Jokes, Ads, 
or Announcements To:
kristimiller1005@gmail.com

FROM 
THE 
EDITOR

We Print Faith News-Not Fake News. Thanks for Over 150 Million Views in Searches for SEEKERNEWS.COM

PLEASE NOTE!
The deadline to get material in or 
out of The Seeker is the
20th of each Month.
All advertisements cancelled 
after our deadline, which is the 
20th of each month, will incur a 
charge. When advertisements are 
cancelled on short notice, we do 
not have ample time to resell the 
spot(s) and cover our expenses.  
As always, thank you for your 
support and 
consideration.
-The Seeker Christian News

Merry Christmas!
Hope you had a happy Thanksgiving. I 
didn't do any cooking, and everyone was 
thankful for that. 
     Like I told the kids at church, let’s all 
be mindful of what Jesus would want 
for His birthday. We can find out what is 
important to Him by opening the Book of 
instructions, the Bible. 
     Happy birthday Nathan Rader, and all 
December birthdays. Thank you for 41 
years of The Seeker. 
     Visit Seekernews.com, for our Your 
Way Yahweh Devotionals. There are 
inspirational messages with scriptures, 
songs, and more! Please remember 
our flip book is available online, as well 
as extra photos and videos of regional 
events.   
     YOUR CORDIALLY INVITED...Don't 
miss the Dinner Christmas Show at 
Debbie's Music Hall. Featuring 
Jonathan Rader & Kristi Miller, Friday, 
December 12, at 6pm, in Salt Lick. See 
pg. 4 for details on tickets.
     Let’s enjoy life while we have the 
chance. One great way to do that is to 
take time out for an evening of great 
music and food at Charlie’s Pickin’ and 
Grinnin. More on Page 6.
     We encourage you to join in worship 
at the church of your choice. Please 
visit our church directory on page 9.
         As always, thank you for help-
ing this ministry grow. It is an honor 
and privilege to serve.  Many thanks to 
those who submit inspirational articles. 
We also thank those who allow us to 
distribute The Seeker in your store 
or business. We thank everyone who 
helps with selling and designing ads, 
and also delivering Seekers each 
month. This ministry would not be pos-
sible without each of YOU!	
     Please let us know if you appreciate 
The Seeker. Please post a testimonial 
on our website, seekernews.com. 
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Kristina Miller

NIGHT FOR LIFE
 Bill Old-    On Thursday, November 
13th, Affirm Women's Health held its 
annual Night For Life at the Richmond 
campus of Southland Christian Church. 
Roughly 350 attended the gala.
     Sarah Roof, Executive Director for 
Affirm, laid out three focus areas for 
the 2026 year. The first focus will be 
on expanding medical services. This 
expansion will include creating a new 
online chat widget to enable greater, 
timely access to communications 
between the pregnancy help centers and 
clients facing crisis pregnancies. Affirm 
plans to hire a new nurse to replace the 
current one who is expected to retire 
by the end of this year. Furthermore, 
Sarah shared her vision for acquiring a 
mobile ultrasound unit in the near future 
to deliver ultrasound services to clients 
living in rural counties, especially in 
southeastern Kentucky.
     The second focus for 2026 will be on 
expanding the THRIVE outreach to public 
school students. THRIVE (Teaching 
Healthy Relationships, Integrity, and 
Virtue in Education) teaches students 
how to develop better social skills, 
to be more caring and responsible in 
their relationships with each other, and 
to make wiser choices in the realm of 
human sexuality (e.g. abstinence before 
marriage). Annually, over 1,000 students 
participate in THRIVE.
     The final focus for 2026 will be on 
expanding educational marketing 
initiatives to promote the full array 
of services provided by Affirm. This 
includes increasing public awareness 
of the safe haven baby boxes that have 
been installed in Richmond and, more 
recently, in Berea. (As of this article, an 
additional baby box was just installed 
last Friday in neighboring Rockcastle 
County, bringing the total number of baby 
boxes installed in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky to 59.)

a local hospital. With much emotion, 
Monica described how she had hoped 
her conception and birth occurred 
under more pleasant circumstances. 
Those hopes were dashed after she 
found out the awful truth of what really 
happened years later. After meeting her 
birth mother and birth father to confirm 
what truly happened, Monica would 
begin a very difficult healing process.
     A major turning point occurred while 
Monica was visiting a church in South 
Africa. It was the very first time she 
encountered an installed baby box. 
After inquiring as to how the baby box 
came to be, Monica returned to the US 
with an idea and a new calling. Being an 
Indiana resident, Monica researched 
extensively on what constituted a safe, 
viable baby box and lobbied state and 
local legislators. Despite encountering 
much initial skepticism and opposition, 
Monica prevailed and House Bill 16, 
authorizing the creation and installation 
of safe baby boxes, passed in the 
Indiana legislature. 
   The very first baby box in the US 
was installed in April 2016. There are 
currently 396 boxes in the country. To 
date, over 70 babies have been saved 
and placed for adoption. Coupled with 
her experiences of having served in 
the military and being a first responder 
through the local fire department, 
Monica's personal experiences have 
made her a staunch advocate for the 
safe haven baby box initiative. As she 
asserts, every child has a right to be 
born--regardless of the circumstances 
of their conception.
   Anyone wanting to learn more about 
Affirm—its mission, the services 
provided, volunteer opportunities, and 
ways to financially support it—can 
reach Sarah online at affirmlifeky.org 
or by phone at 859-624-3942. 

The main contact 
number for the safe 
haven baby box 
program is 1-866-
99BABY1. Furthermore, 
Affirm plans to purchase 
up to five billboards 
to promote the pro-
life message and 
pregnancy-related 
services.
     The keynote speaker 
for the evening was 
Monica Kelsey, a very 
strong advocate for the 
safe haven baby box 
program throughout the 
US. She was conceived 
as a result of rape 
in August 1972 and 
abandoned by her birth 
mother a year later at 



THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR ADVERTIZERS. TELL THEM YOU SAW IT IN THE SEEKER!The Seeker 8

Danny L. Parker
CPA CGMA PSC

Over 30 Years 
Experience

It’s your money,
Let me help you keep more of it.

(859) 623-9887

chirpjuice.com

Berea Fitness
Office Hours: M-Th 9 am- 8 pm/
F 9 am-5 pm/Sat. 9 am-5 pm 
Sun 1 pm-5
Child Care Available!
(859) 985-2584 
501 Mt. Vernon Rd, Berea; 
veronicagreid@gmail.com

Open 24/7

BRAND NEW 
EQUIPMENT!

TANNING BEDS

Hours: 
Mon. - Sat. 10-5
Sunday 1-5

437 Chestnut St., 
Berea - 859-986-6057

Something Olde
        Antique Mall

THE Seeker Squares
Johnny O. Bolton 
Attorney At Law      
            Stop in at 
108 S. Campbell St., Lancaster, KY 
(Formerly Academy Inn Restaurant)

$           9916
Most Vehicles

(Some Restrictions May Apply)

SMITH’S TIRE CENTER 
Berea - (859) 986-4889

Relax on a Sofa While You 
Enjoy Coffee, Free Wifi and 
Satellite TV while you wait!

Find Us On 
Facebook!

Wordpress Design
& Development
Services

KERNIX WEB 
DESIGN

help@kernixwebdesign.com
(484) 432-9712

jboltonlaw@windstream.net
 Ph: 859.792.8844 Fax:859.792.8874

Gregg’s Auto Body
859-986-7015

205 S. Broadway, Berea

Quality 
Makes the 
Difference.

950 Commercial Dr., 
Richmond, KY

lisa@northernwd.com
(859) 624-4090

Creamed Pull Candy & Potato Candy
104 S. Campbell St.
Lancaster
859-792-3464
www.momblakemanscandy.com

7 Different 
Flavors! 

Make Great 
Gifts!

Church directory

The Oreck Steam-It, the all-purpose 
steamwand uses pressurized “dry” steam”to 

naturally disinfect and melt away dirt and 
grime. It’s easy and eco-friendly.

NOW 
AVAILABLE
Natural 

Beverage 
with 

Unique 
Blend of 

Juices and 
Spices

Send $8.95 to: 
The Seeker News 
P.O. Box 302
Berea, KY 40403

Order Your 
Brother 
Goose 
Book 

Michael Deckard, Owner
Store (859) 756-3056
Mobile (859) 302-2242
598 Glades Rd, Berea

QUALITY
FIREARMS 
TRAINING

859-248-2886
Darrell Cook

" Veteran Owned And Operated" 

Y'all Come Get A Plate!
BLUEGRASS

KITCHEN
112 S. MAIN STREET, BEREA

859-868-8847

Design and 
Marketing
Solutions

807 E Main St, Richmond
(859) 408-5924

Banners 
Graphics
& More!

Hartman’s Art
We Have A Special 

Gift For
All Your Occasions

859-314-6639 

Pet Portraits

859-302-3103
kristimiller1005@gmail

Flooring Connection LLC“All the Christmas 
presents in the world 

are worth nothing 
without the presence 

of Christ.”
—David Jeremiah



LIVING WATERS
SANCTUARY
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847 Scaffold Cane Road, Berea
For Transportation Call 859-986-7341
Leave Message and Phone Number

An Independent Full Gospel Church
113 LIBERTY AVENUE BEREA KY

Come 
stand 

beneath   
the fall! 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH

For Transportation
Call 985-0655

Morning Worship
8 am, AND 10:45 am
Sunday School 9:30 
Sunday Evening 6 pm
Wednesday Evening 7 pm

GETHSEMANE
BAPTIST 
CHURCH

1049 Richmond Rd, Berea 859-986-1899

180 Plaza Dr., Berea, KY 

Pilot Knob Baptist Church

Pastor, Jeff Osborne 859-985-8491 -  859-986-3181 

Wednesday Service 7 pm
Thurs. Youth Impact  7pm

Sunday Schedule:
Discipleship Training 10 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Pastor,
Randy Calico

Box 90, Big Hill, KY 40505

Berea Evangelistic Center

3100 Golden Leaf Blvd.,Richmond            (859) 625-8548 Pastor  John Doss
faithbaptistky.org

Richmond House 
of Prayer

330 Mule Shed Ln, Richmond, KY

(859) 623-8922

Sun. School- 10am
Sun. Worship- 11am

Wed. Night LIVE- 7pm
  -Kids Blast 

(Ages 0-5th Grade)
   -Youth Ministry 

(6th Grade-Junior Year)
   -Pursuit College/Career 

Unity Baptist Church

unitybaptistchurchrichmondky.com 1290 Barnes Mill Road  Richmond

New Heights Church
Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ
for “Just One More”

316 Mini Mall Drive, Berea 859-756-3084 newheightschurchky.com

PASTOR MATT 
LUNSFORD

Sunday School 10 A.M.
Sunday Morning Service 11 A.M.

Sunday Evening Bible Study 5 P.M.

Wayside Christian Church
2310 Menelaus Rd.

Berea, KY
Phone: 859-985-9465

We Stand On the Bible

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 

words are true and faithful.
Revelation 21:5 (KJV)

Service Times:
Sun Schl. 9:45 am

Morning Wor. 11 am
Sun.Eve. 6 pm
Wed Nt. 7 pm

3100 Golden Leaf Blvd. Richmond, KY- (859) 625-8548

Pastor
John Cravens

Sunday Services: 9:30 am Bible Study
10:45 am and 6:00 pm Worship
Wednesday Services: 6:00 pm Adult Bible Study,
Youth & Childrens Ministries

Sun. School: 10 am
Worship: 11 am
Youth Service: 11 am
Sun. Eve: 6 pm
Wed Bible Study: 6 pm

Come Worship With us!

Pastor, Jeff Duncan
859-608-5322

348 K Street., Richmond, KY

The Trail To Heaven Starts At The Cross
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 
Thursday Night
Worship 7:00

Pastor: Randy McPheron

Pastor, Ed Cortez
Sunday School 10 am
Worship 11 am 
Sunday Eve Youth. 6 pm
Wednesday Lunch/Bible 
Study at Noon

1 Mile Off Exit 59 Mt. Vernon, KY

NOT FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES
TOGETHER, AS THE MANNER OF SOME IS; BUT
EXHORTING ONE ANOTHER... HEBREWS 10:25Church directory

Youth Pastor, Steve Platt

775 OLD US HIGHWAY 25, BEREA KY
Past Silver Creek School on the Left

SERVICES
Sunday School
9:45 am
Worship 11 am
Sunday Evening
Youth 5 pm
Worship 6 pm

Pastor, Larry Day
859-661-2119

My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 2 Cor. 12:19

Sundays at 11 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45
Worship 9 & 11 am
Wednesday 7 pm

Pastor, Mark Sarver



GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN.         -LUKE 2:14The Seeker 10

6279 North Wilderness Road-Mt. Vernon, KY 40456
Cell: 859-353-1653      centralkyautocare@gmail.com

Call Our Tech 
About Your 

Wreck!
Collision, Auto Care & Performance...

FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD.       -LUKE 2:11

DAY’S

Contact Christi Gillespie
(859) 312-8012

STORM
DAMAGE

RESTORATION
Roofs,
Siding

& Gutters 

2026
     DONNA AGEE is a lifelong public servant, healthcare leader, and proud Madison 
County resident with over 30 years of experience serving the people of Central Kentucky. 
A Registered Nurse and graduate of EKU’s Nursing Program, Donna has dedicated her 
career to improving lives, from home health and senior care to behavioral health, addiction 
recovery, and services for the underserved. 
     She has held numerous leadership roles across Madison County, including as Execu-
tive Director of Dominion Senior Living and Chief Operating Officer of a Federally Quali-
fiedHealth Center, where she led multimillion-dollar healthcare operations, secured vital 
grants, and fought for access to care for those without a voice. 
     But Donna's story starts on a small farm in Winchester, Kentucky, where she grew up 
the youngest of eleven children. Her father was a logger and her mother kept the home 
running cooking, canning, churning butter, and raising a strong family rooted in faith and 
hard work. Donna was baptized in a creek at age nine and still draws strength from her 
deep faith in Jesus Christ. 
     The first in her family to graduate from college, Donna’s life has been shaped by service, 
grit, and grace. She and her husband of 38 years, Mike, have raised two children, April and 
Levi, both EKU graduates, and are now proud grandparents of two amazing boys, Jaxson 
and Jayce. Donna’s son-in-law is a graduate of UK and a Kentucky State Policeman, con-
tinuing the family tradition of public service. 
     Donna is a Kentucky Colonel, award-winning nurse, and co-founder of Togetherrky.com, 
a nonprofit uniting churches, caregivers, and local leaders to serve the most vulnerable in 
our community. She proudly partners with EKU and Berea College Men’s Basketball teams 
to bring their athletes into senior care homes to serve with kindness and compassion. 
     Now, Donna is ready to bring her lifelong dedication, leadership, and love for this com-
munity to the role of County Judge Executive — to lead with wisdom, serve with humility, 
and work tirelessly for Madison County.

arkcoveringandrestoration@gmail.com   www.arkcoveringrestoration.com 

805 Eastern Bypass, Richmond, KY

(859) 623-8561

http://www.thesoftshoe.com/

Store Hours
Mon–Fri: 10:00am – 8:00pm

Sat: 9:00am – 8:00pm
Sun: 1:30pm – 6:00pm

Locally owned and
Operated since 1983!

Soft Shoe ... much more than a shoe store!
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TT

Celebrating 35 Years!

(606) 256-4099 Shop
(859) 623-5169 Shop
(859) 253-2575 Shop
(859) 661-1129 Mobile

THOROUGHTRUCK 
INC.

T R U C K  R E P A I R  & 
T O W I N G

8725 N. Wilderness Rd., Mt. Vernon

Heavy Duty Towing & Recovery
24 Hour Road Service

Gene, Ben, Aaron & Caleb Caldwell

Tue-Fri 11-10 
Sat 11:30-10 
Sun 10:30-9 
Closed Mon

Tue/Wed

Delicious
Ribs & 
Ribeye 
Steaks

El RANCHITO
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

LunchSpecials 

$4.99

606 726-0428
100 3rd St. Ravenna

Davis & Powell 
Funeral Home

Serving Families With Grace and Compassion

D&P

859-986-3115
616 Chestnut Street - Berea, KY 40403

davisandpowellfuneralhome.com

MEADE’S DO-IT CENTER
218 River Dr. Irvine KY 

606-723-2163
Monday - Saturday 8-5. Closed Sunday

meades.doitbest.com Free Site to Store Shipping

MERRY CHRISTMAS!    Everybody Needs Meade’s!

D&P

FRAME REPAIR AND 
FABRICATION
SPRAY IN BED LINERS

DAY’S
B O D Y  S H O P

859-756-3926
504 Richmond Road N, Berea, KY 
daysbodyshopberea@gmail.com

We are one 
of Madison 

County’s 
Longest 

Lasting Body 
Shops

• OVER 10 
YEARS

on the Strip 
in Berea!

MEADE'S 
HAS GIFTS

DEWALT 20V XR Brushless 3-Speed Cord-
less Oscillating Multi-Tool Kit with 2.0 Ah 

Battery & Charger

FOR
EVERYONE ON 

YOUR LIST
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the Hair Lounge

606•386•0825 
206 1/2 Richmond Road North

Berea, Ky 40403

Come see Katelyn 
in her New Location

206 1/2 Richmond 
Road North, Berea

Katelyn 
Singleton 
Hairstylist

NOW OPEN!

606-386-0825 LLC

All Natural Juice Beverage
hirp

To Order or for Info Call
859-302-3103

Thank You for 
5 Years!

3
FLAVORS

Copyright By CHIRP 2017

C
Happy Hydrating

Ask for Chirp at a 
Store Near You!

WHEN THEY SAW THE STAR, THEY REJOICED WITH EXCEEDING GREAT JOY  MATTHEW 2:10

League age as of August 31, 2026
Senior 13-16, Major 10-12

Minor 8-10, Coach Pitch 6-8
Rookie 5-7, Tee 4-5, Wee 3-4

RICHMOND
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL

SPRING SEASON REGISTRATION

600 Prince Royal Drive, Berea
859-985-9653

ASK ABOUT AUTO REPAIR

$99 Automotive Brake Special

bluegrassmotorsports@yahoo.com

FULL SERVICE AUTOMOTIVE AND POWERSPORTS HEADQUARTERS

WE ARE KY’S NEWEST

DEALER, FINANCING AVAIABLE

WE HAVE KIDS ATV’S

SHERCO 300 SE XTREM 2025

*Some restrictions may apply.
For more

information call or text 
(859) 200-0258

292 Mini Mall Dr, Berea
(859) 985-0747

http://www.bereaACE.com

IN STOCK RC VEHICLES WITH 
THIS AD VALID THRU

DECEMBER 24TH

IN STOCK NOW

5% OFF

Our Christmas Gift To You,
Black Friday Specials The 
Entire Month Of December

Register online at
richmondlittleleague.info
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BEREA 
339 Paint Lick Rd.

859-986-4522
Sun - Thur, 10:30 am - 9 pm

Fri - Sat 10:30 am - 10:00 pm

CALL LEE’S CATERING FOR ALL YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS

3 GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
RICHMOND 

1007 Center Dr. 
859-623-0235

Mon - Sat, 10 am - 10 pm
Sun - 10 am - 10 pm

CORBIN 
1420 Master St.
606-528-4612

Mon - Sat, 10:00 am - 10 pm
Sun 10:00 am - 10 pm

"FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD." LUKE 2:11

L E E ' S  H O L I D AY  FA M I LY  F E A S T 
6 PIECE CHICKEN STRIPS

8 PIECE BONE-IN 
CHICKEN

3 LARGE SIDES AND
6 BISCUITS

$39.99



MY LITTLE CHILDREN, LET US NOT LOVE IN WORD, NEITHER IN TONGUE; BUT IN DEED AND IN TRUTH. I JOHN 3:18

WELCOME TO KIDS CORNER
The Seeker 14

LITTLE 
LAUGHS

Ask Jesus Into 
Your Heart

The ABC’s of Salvation
ADMIT that you know you 
are a sinner and ask God 
for forgivenessA
BELIEVE in Jesus and that 
the Bible is true. Pray and 
ask God into your heart.B
CONFESS that Jesus is 
your Lord and that you 
believe he died on the cross 
for your sinsC

Eenie 
Meeny, 
Miny Moe
Eenie Meeny, Miny Moe
   Is how we choose when we don’t know
But we should learn to hear God’s voice,
     To help us make a better choice.
God knows which direction’s best
     Better by far than had we guessed.
No matter what the situation,
     God can give you revelation.
Learn to train your heart to hear,
     Till his direction comes in clear.
Then you’ll never go astray,
     And you’ll be doing things God’s way.
By Doug Miller,
Co-founder of The Seeker

BOW
CANDY CANE
CAROLS
CHRISTMAS
ELF

What kind of photos do reindeer 
take?
     Elf-ies! :)

What’s a Christmas tree’s favorite 
candy?
     Orna-mints! :)

Knock, knock!
Who’s there?
Mary.
Mary who?
Mary Christmas! :)

What currency is used at the North 
Pole?
Jingle bills! :)

Send $8.95 to
The Seeker News
P.O. Box 302
Berea, KY 40403

To Order
Your Copy of

Brother 
Goose FAMILY

GIVING
JINGLE
JOY
LIGHTS

NORTH 
POLE
PRESENTS
REINDEER
SANTA

SLEIGH
SNOW
STAR
STOCKING
TREES

Scan this QR 
Code or go to 
this link to watch 
a youtube video 
about the
Christmas story 
from the bible. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS? 

https://youtu.be/XBpm3peGjXo?
si=kc_bf-9nyN5mKuwE
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LOOKING FOR A
NEW

FENCE OR DECK?
Call Us For 
A Quote & 
To Discuss 

Your 
Project 
Today!

Plank
Privacy
Porches
Pool Decks & More

859 986-8888

Near New Auto Center

www.nearnewauto.com
$AVE MONEY - DRIVE BETTER

Cruise Our Website 24/7

(859) 228-0551
1043 Brooklyn Blvd, Berea

Thank You for
Choosing
The Terrace 
Nursing
& Rehabilitation 
Facility as the 
“Best of the Best” 
Nursing Home In 

Open 24 hours
Rehabilitation - Skilled Nursing - Long-Term Care - Respite

2023

Near New
Auto Center

Rockcastle
Recycling

Dumpster 
Services 
Available 
Through 
Hunt’s 
Trucking

We Buy Scrap Metal,Steel,Tin, Cars and Appliances!
Monday-Friday 8-4 Closed Saturday & Sunday

(606) 256-1388

10536 N Wilderness Rd. Berea, KY
rockcastlerecycling.com

Email: rockcastlerecycling@gmail.com

Merry 
Christmas

From
Rockcastle
Recycling
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Brought to you by Smith’s Tire and  The Seeker Christian News

The 3 LUCKY BUCK
NUMBERS

Can be found inside...
Hope you win!!!

Heres How It Works...
We now will release 3 Lucky Bucks  ($1 
dollar bills) into a random location, how-
ever we will give you a hint as to where 
they are spent.  
     Now here’s where you come in:  You 
need to make sure you check all your $1 
bills.  Even ask for change in ones so 
you can increase your odds.  You are not 
asked to buy anything.  THIS IS NOT A 
GAME OF CHANCE.  You simply have 
to retrieve one of the $1 bills with one of 
the matching serial numbers that we have 
listed in The Seeker for the month.
     You have from the 5th of each month 
when they are released into the public until 
the 5th day of the following month when 
the serial numbers expire to turn it into 
The Seeker. If the dollar is determined to 

The Lucky Buck 
Value

SHE WRAPPED HIM IN CLOTHS AND PLACED HIM IN A MANGER  LUKE 2:7

is On the Rise!
be a winner, the cash reward will be given 
at the end of the month. This feature of 
The Seeker is sponsored by Smith’s Tire 
Center, US 25 North, in Berea, KY.  We 
appreciate their support of this contest. 
Call (859) 986-2032 or email:
kristimiller1005@gmail.com to make ar-
rangements to meet if you have found the 
winning number.  Three new Lucky Bucks  
will be released during the first week of 
each month.
     Each month that the Lucky Buck is not 
retrieved, the cash prize grows by $100, 
Thanks to our Sponsor, Smith’s Tire Cen-
ter.  (Family and employees of The Seeker 
Christian News are NOT eligible to win. 
May take 6 weeks to process. All winners 
will be photographed and published in 
the paper)

email: regan@rjcs1.com

Call, Text or Email to to Win a FREE CLEANING!

(859)612-2764

20% OFF OFFICE AND 
BUSINESS CLEANING!

Let Us Help Take The 
Stress Out Of

Holiday Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 

CLEANING
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COLLECTOR'S
COINS & JEWELRY

Southern Hills Plaza
946 Commercial Dr. Richmond

859-626-9823

BUY, SELL & TRADE! FREE APPRAISALS!

TOP PRICES 
PAID FOR 

GOOD COINS!

Coin Albums, 
Mint Sets, 
Proofs, Rare 
Coins, 
Common 
Dates. We Buy 
Script And
Monentary 
Oddities

We BUY Scrap Gold & Silver Jewelry

Full Line Of
Garret, Minelab 

& Xp Metal
Dectors

See Us To Get Your Heating 
& Cooling System Checked 

to Beat The Cold

CAN DO 
AUTO REPAIR

2405 Big Hill Road Berea
(859) 228-0221

CHRISTIAN FOOD 
FOR THOUGHT

By By Bruce Walker @2025

     AMERICAN CULTURE HAS JUST 
ABOUT commodified Christmas out of 
existence. Oh, we still use the name, 
but it has become a brand. It’s now 
just another marketing opportunity right 
alongside Labor Day, Memorial Day, the 
Fourth of July, and Thanksgiving.
     How did we lose the heart of the 
Christmas message? It began when we 
mixed commerce (buying and selling) 
with the coming of Jesus to this earth. 
Satan—I do believe in a real and pres-
ent evil being at work in this world—
wanted to muddle the story of Jesus’ 
coming and its implications, and he did 
it with the powerful allure of money.
     Remember, Jesus plaited a whip 
of cords and did not tiptoe around the 
House of God saying, “Excuse me, 
would you please stop making mer-
chandise out of the salvation of man-
kind?” He became righteously angry 
and forcefully drove the perpetrators out 
of the temple (John 2:13–17).
Is the commercialization of Christ-Mass 
really any different?
     Today, Christmas music has largely 
become a safe, sentimental stew that 
offends no one. Jesus is presented 
as a helpless little baby in a hay-filled 
corn crib. Crowded out of the modern 
narrative are the “heavenly host” of an-
gels—God’s special forces—each one 
a mighty servant of the Almighty. Jesus 
in the manger was not defenseless. 
That is why Satan didn’t slither up to the 
manger and strike Him.
     Unusual heavenly signs lit the sky 
as the angels descended, a spectacular 
and ominous light show announcing the 
arrival of God in our midst. The angel of 
the Lord declared the coming of God’s 
Son to earth (Luke 2:9–14). No wonder 
Satan wants to distract, denigrate, and 
caricature this history-changing event. 
His main goal is to keep us from recog-
nizing who we really are. In Christ, we 
are the children of our Father; our Elder 
Brother is “the firstborn among many 
brethren” (Romans 8:29).
     The same strategy has been used 
on the resurrection. The empty tomb 
has been turned into an Easter bunny. 
Scripture warns us not to be ignorant 
of Satan’s devices (2 Corinthians 2:11). 
Once again, Satan is at work masking 
the horror and evil of the cross—and his 
colossal failure to stop God’s plan to re-
deem humankind and this earth.

So he dresses it all up with candy, plastic 
eggs, and costumes. Go ahead, buy the 
candy, hide the eggs—anything, as long 
as you don’t stop to think about the real 
meaning of the resurrection.
     Satan is using these same tactics 
today to try to destroy men and wom-
en—the image-bearers of God. Your 
God-given roles as provider, protector, 
nurturer, and consoler are under attack 
in American culture. So-called “enter-
tainment” (TV, internet, movies, media, 
etc.) trots out tired tropes of men as in-
competent, passive, bumbling idiots—or 
worse. Women are treated as objects to 
be used and discarded, mocked, belit-
tled, and told they are incapable of emo-
tional strength or clear identity.
     If Jesus was subjected from birth 
to resurrection to Satanic attack, what 
makes us think we will somehow be ex-
empt? Why would we imagine that we, 
as God’s children, are not also coming 
under demonic pressure to keep us from 
realizing the truth of Scripture: “Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we should be called 
the children of God…” (1 John 3:1)
     That is the love Satan wants to hide 
behind tinsel, sale flyers, cartoon bun-
nies, and endless distractions.
     So what happened to Christmas? It 
didn’t disappear—it’s being buried un-
der everything but Christ. Our task, as 
believers, is to peel back the layers of 
commercialization, sentimentality, and 
distraction, and once again stand in awe 
at the miracle of God made flesh, dwell-
ing among us, come to save His people 
from their sins.

By Pastor and Evangelist Robert Bai-
ley

WHAT HAPPENED
TO CHRISTMAS?

MAN CAVE CORNER
Thank you for your patronage, faithful,
readership, and support in any and 
every way for 41 years of The Seeker 
Christian News ministry! We would not 
be in publication if not for the Lord and 
you. God Bless,

Visit us online at 
Seekernews.com

HOSTED THEIR ANNU-
AL Christmas Open 
House, November 22 and 
23. This spectacular 
event drew crowds of 
people from Berea and 
surrounding areas. 
Guests enjoyed sales on 
beautiful gifts and decor, 
refreshments and door 
prizes! Suzy Carpenter 
was the door prize winner 
of a gorgeous candle ar-
rangement. This was a 
first time win for Miss 
Suzy. Congratulations! 
Chestnut St., Berea.

FOLEY’S 
FLORIST 

AND GIFTS



DECEMBER ‘25 lucky Buck #’s
   1. L92670496F
   2. G70557471C     	    
   3. D14016823E

WE PLAN TO SPEND THE LUCKY BUCKS IN RICHMOND, BEREA, AND MT. VERNON. 
Smith’s Tire and The Seeker. The current value is the maximum reward and will be 
divided evenly in the event there are multiple winners. Thank you for participating. 
More details can be found on page 16.

500
PRIZE AMOUNT

$

“The Lord is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation.”-Exodus 15:2

Available over the air with a digital antenna and 
almost all area cable systems!

WBON Offfers 4 Great TV Channels:
9.1 AMGTV - Popular Syndication/Local News, 

Weather & Sports
9.2 BUZZR

9.3 Heartland
 9.4 Retro TV

Local news, local sports, local events, local weather and 
newsmakers from the greater Richmond Area.

Watch Richmond’s Local 
TV service! 

Home of Dial and Deal!
- Buy, Sell, Trade, or Donate Your Items
- Join Us Every Weekday from 10 a.m.       	
  Noon! Dial and Deal Call-in #

WWAG RADIO 
107.9FM McKee; 98.9FM Berea 
Livestream @ wagoncountry.com 

Office: (606) 287-9924 Cell: 859-893-1784
Email: britestarradio@yahoo.com

(606) 287-9926

The Wagon

The Seeker 18 Seeker Music Ministry

To Order Please Call (859) 302-3103 or
Email:kristimiller1005@gmail.com

Visit kristimiller.net for Upcoming events

Scan This QR 
Code for My 
Latest Song
“Something 
Stronger”

Rain in Seattle
Kristi Miller

Is NOW Avaiable

GOSPEL MUSIC 
TRIVIA

Call Or Email Your Answers 
to WIN A PRIZE! 
(859) 302-3103 or 

kristimiller1005@gmail.com 

WIN A
PRIZE!

DO YOU KNOW THE 
ANSWERS?
1. What was the first Christmas Carol 
ever recorded in history?

2. Why was Old holy night banned?

3. Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” was 
the theme for which 1942 holiday movie?

4. Which popular Christmas song was 
originally written for Thanksgiving?”

WORLD BIBLE 
SCHOOL

NOW OFFERING 
FREE

BIBLE STUDIES
Send Name & Address To 

P.O. Box 44
Science Hill, KY 42553

Williams 
Memorial Baptist 

Church
Pastor, Chris Winkler, 402 Poplar St, 

Ravenna (606) 723-5429 
or (606) 643-5603

Williamsmemorialbaptist.com

“When they saw the 
star they rejoiced 
with great joy!”

Matthew 2:10
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     Plastic snow globes carefully hung on 
perfectly decorated Christmas trees 
amongst an elaborate atmosphere of sil-
ver tinsel on boughs of green plastic 
branches. A middle-aged woman gazed 
at the display as she smelled a hint of an 
artificial pine scent as the tree stood tall 
and still in a busy grocery store aisle.
     The transparent snow globes held in-
side tiny plastic people and snowy scenes 
emulating peace. There was a photo-
graph in one globe with a family all 
dressed in matching black and red 
checked flannel pajamas and Santa hats 
on their heads sitting by a fireplace. An-
other globe displayed a miniature store-
front twinkling with expensive laptops and 
tv screens inside the store window. And 
there was one with a tiny Tower of Pisa, a 
place she heard people brag about in 
their many travels abroad. 
     To some the little ornaments would 
remind people of memories on display for 
all to see in their shiny world of glamour 
and dreams. But to this observer it made 
her feel like an “outsider” and she felt 
alone and out of place. She had worked 
hard all her life raising her family with un-
conditional love but times were often dif-
ficult though they always shared what 
they had. A neighbor recognized this 
“Outsider” while rushing by her, nearly 
knocking her over and proclaimed, “Merry 
Christmas!” The Outsider echoed back a 
friendly, “Thank you. You too!” and smiled 
with all the effort she could gather.
     The Outsider slowly walked to the cof-
fee aisle to buy a cheap bag of coffee and 
tried to think of creative ideas for an inex-
pensive meal to bake for herself on a lim-
ited budget and rising prices of groceries. 
The Outsider thought of all the holiday, 
birthday and condolence cards she had 

THE OUTSIDER
By Charlenea Kay Wirth 

sent to so many over the years. While 
reaching for the generic coffee she acci-
dentally dropped it on the grocery store 
floor. A stranger leaned down quickly 
and picked it up for her.
     This stranger, a young woman, gently 
shared she was new in town and smiled. 
She kindly asked the Outsider about her 
plans for Christmas. They began to walk 
around the store and the Outsider felt 
like someone actually cared.  This young 
woman wasn't made of plastic, like char-
acters inside the globes. She didn’t talk 
only of herself. She was dressed in hum-
ble kindness and humility. The Outsider 
was reminded of the unconditional love 
of Jesus of whom she celebrated these 
holy days.
     The Outsider felt the realness, the 
freshness of Jesus’s presence and they 
talked of “Him” being the “Reason for the 
Season.” She was renewed in her spirit 
once again and decided the plastic peo-
ple in the globes were nothing to be de-
sired. She realized He was rekindling the 
“real compassion of a Savior,” not held in 
a globe, but in humbleness.
     He was born and lived on earth. He 
still lives in me; she remembered and 
they talked together all the way through 
the store, feeling a little lighter and grate-
ful for experiencing the true compassion 
of a new friend. No longer feeling an 
Outsider, the Lord comforted her in His 
belonging! 

*Charlenea Kay Wirth singingheartky@
gmail.com

Primary Care
Behavorial Health

Medication Assisted Treatment
Weight Management Program

CALL US TODAY
859-986-0375

245 Prince Royal Drive 
Suite A, Berea

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:15 TO 5:00

NEW & USED BOOKS, ART & ANTIQUES
Large Selections of Books 

Including Christian
Fiction and Non Fiction

260-571-4959

Mon-Sat 10-5
Closed Sunday

210 N. Broadway
Suite 5. Berea, KY

Our
Average 

book price 
is $8

We Special
Order Books

BEREA'S BRAND NEW BOOKSTORE

SHOP NOW OR GET GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS!

REDEEMING HOPE’S NIGHT TO BUILD HOPE was an unforgettable eve-
ning on November 15th at Rustic Ridge Barn in Richmond. The evening 
consisted of dinner, dancing, live music by Faded Blue Band, and a very 
inspirational story by guest of honor, Miss Kentucky, Ariana Rodriguez. The 
event was held to support Redeeming Hope’s mission to raise funds to build 
a safe home for teenage girls who are rescued from human trafficking. Board 
members; Linda Blackburn, Margie Biliter, Lisa Foster, Zinnia Hensley, 
Shanna Sharber and not shown Jackie Colllier.  redeeminghopeky.org 

REDEEMING HOPE GALA



   
 See

ker Snicker Breaking
Bread
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What did Adam say on the day before 
Christmas? "It's Christmas, Eve!"

WE WANT TO 
HEAR

YOUR JOKES & STORIES
SEND US YOUR FUNNIES!

The Seeker Christian News
P.O. Box 302

MOM'S ZUCCHINI 
BREAD

Ingredients:
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon or to 
taste
3 large eggs
1 cup vegetable oil
2 ¼ cups white sugar
3 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups shredded zucchini
1 cup chopped walnuts

Ingredients:
2 (11-ounce) packages premium white 
chocolate chips
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened con-
densed milk
1/4 cup molasses
1 tablespoon butter
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 teaspoons ground ginger
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
1/8 teaspoon salt
Directions:
Line an 8x8-inch baking pan with alumi-
num foil and lightly grease or butter the 
foil; set aside. 
Set aside 1/2 cup white chocolate 
chips. Combine remaining white choco-
late chips, sweetened condensed milk, 

GINGERBREAD 
FUDGE

molasses, and butter in a saucepan 
set over medium heat. Stir frequent-
ly until butter and chocolate chips 
are completely melted and ingredi-
ents are combined.
Add vanilla extract, ginger, cinna-
mon, nutmeg, allspice, cloves and 
salt; stir well to combine.
Pour mixture into the prepared pan 
and smooth out evenly.
Working quickly, microwave the 
remaining 1/2 cup white chocolate 
chips in a small microwave-safe 
bowl until melted, 1 to 1 1/2 min-
utes, stirring every 30 seconds.
Spoon dollops of the white choco-
late mixture atop the fudge and use 
a knife to gently swirl the 2 mixtures 
together.
Cover and chill about 2 hours or 
until firm.
Use foil to lift uncut fudge out of the 
pan; cut into 1-inch squares. Makes 
2 pounds 6 ounces.

“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD, ALL THE EARTH...” PSALM 98:4

Directions:
Gather all ingredients. Preheat the 
oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees 
C). Grease and flour two 8x4-inch 
loaf pans.

Sift flour, salt, baking powder, baking 
soda, and cinnamon together in a 
large bowl.

A MINISTER WAS WALKING down 
the street when he came up on a 
group of about a dozen boys, all 
between 10 and 12 years of age.
    The group had surrounded a 
dog. Concerned lest the boys were 
hurting the dog, he went over and 
asked, “What are you doing with that 
dog?”
      One of the boys replied, “This 
dog is just an old neighborhood 
stray. We all want him, but only one 
of us can take him home. So we’ve 
decided that whichever one of us 
can tell the biggest lie will get to 
keep the dog.” 
      The Reverend was taken back. 
“What kind of contest is that?!” He 
exclaimed. “You shouldn’t be lying 
about anything.” He then launched 
into a 10 minute sermon against ly-
ing, beginning with “Don’t you boys 
know it’s a sin to lie” and ending with 
why when I was your age, I never 
told a lie.”
      There was dead silence for 
about a minute. Just as the reverend 
was beginning to think he’d gotten 
through to them, the smallest boy 
gave a deep sigh and said, “I guess 
we better give him the dog.“

A MAN ASKED HIS FRIEND, “Do 
you know a good roofer? I have a 
leak.”
      His friend replied, “Really, 
when did you discover the leak?”
    “When it took me two hours to 
eat my soup.” (Thank you, Nathan 
Rader)

What do you get if you cross a
snowman and a dog? 
Frost-bite.

Why are Christmas trees bad at
knitting?
They always drop their needles.

What do gingerbread men use when 
they break their legs?
Candy canes.

What do you call an old snowman? 
Water.

Why did Rudolph have to attend 
summer school?
Because he went down in history. 

What do snowmen eat for breakfast? 
Ice crispies.

What’s every elf’s favorite type of 
music?
Wrap!

How do Christmas trees get their 
email?
They log-on. Beat eggs, oil, sugar, and vanilla to-

gether in a separate large bowl with an 
electric mixer until combined; add flour 
mixture and beat well.

Stir in shredded zucchini and chopped 
walnuts until well combined. Pour bat-
ter into the prepared pans.

Bake in the preheated oven until a 
toothpick inserted into the center 
comes out clean, about 40 to 60 
minutes. Cool in the pans on a wire 
rack for 20 minutes. Run a table knife 
around the edges to loosen. Invert 
carefully onto a wire rack and let cool 
completely.
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CHRISTMAS 
PROMISES
By Dr. Charles Burton

THE MOST IMPORTANT PROMISE. 
LUKE 2:1-11
And it came to pass in those days, that 
there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be 
taxed.
2 (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
3 And all went to be taxed, every one 
into his own city.
4 And Joseph also went up from Gali-
lee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem; (because he was 
of the house and lineage of David:)
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child.
6 And so it was, that, while they were 
there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered.
7 And she brought forth her firstborn 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; be-
cause there was no room for them in 
the inn.
8 And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keep-
ing watch over their flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.
11 For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.
     This you can Believe. So, because 
of Christmas, all his Bible promises 
are true, Our Heavenly Promises are 
always true. How are we able to make 
it through the Tough Stuff of life and 
get through each day? Simply stat-
ed... His Promises.
     #1 Hebrews 13:5 Let your con-
versation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as 
ye have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.
     #2 Jeremiah 33:3 Call unto me, 
and I will answer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not. 
      #3 Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you
#4 Matthew 7:8 For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened.
     #5 Psalm 31:24 Be of good cour-

age, and he shall strengthen your heart, 
all ye that hope in the Lord.
      #6 Psalm 38:15
For in thee, O Lord, do I hope: thou wilt 
hear, O Lord my God.
     #7 Psalm 22:19 But be not thou far 
from me, O Lord: O my strength, haste 
thee to help me.
     #8 Psalm 79:9 Help us, O God of our 
salvation, for the glory of thy name: and 
deliver us, and purge away our sins, for 
thy name’s sake.
     #9 John 3:36 He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that be-
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.
      #10 John 15:7  7 If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 
      Just a little taste of some of His prom-
ises. It is said by some that there are over 
9,000 prayer promises in His Word.... I 
have always leaned to 30,000 promises 
in the Bible. Nevertheless; God has giv-
en all of us that are Born Again a unique 
opportunity to ask Him anything. I know 
God hears all of us and He moves at His 
desecration. God does what God wants 
to do, when He wants to. Pretty simple 
but Oh so true.
     As this year ends, may all of us give 
Him    the Glory and Praise He deserves. 
May we turn our face towards God and 
ask Him for wisdom for the year.
My Prayer for all is this:
Father bring to pass in our lives:
#1 Greater love for you.
#2 Greater love for our neighbor.,
#3 Greater obedience to you.
#5 Greater prosperity from you.
#6 Greater love for our families.
#7 Greater love and respect for the 
Church.
#8 Greater giving.
#9 Greater Going. Help us win this world 
for you.
#10 Greater health.
     Father, as undeserving as we are ... 
We are still YOUR kids what you did for 
Moses do for us. Meet our needs because 
we are yours. Not because we meet some 
kind of standard. Yes, we must all strive to 
be like you and have your mind but as we 
fail... Bless us as you did the complaining 
Israelites. 
     " To God Be the Glory". Before I close, 
look at these PROMISES. A promise from 
God is a statement we can depend on 
with absolute confidence. Here are 12 
promises for the Christian to claim.
God's presence -- "I will never leave thee" 
(Heb. 13:5)
God's protection -- "I am thy shield" (Gen. 
15:1)
God's power -- "I will strengthen thee" 
(Isa. 41:10)
God's provision -- "I will help thee" (Isa. 
41:10)
God's leading -- "And when He putteth www.madisoncountyrtl.org

forth His own sheep, He goeth before 
them" (John 10:4)
God's purposes -- "I know the thoughts that 
I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil" (Jer. 20:11)
God's rest -- "Come unto Me, all ye that la-
bor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest" (Matt. 11:28)
God's cleansing -- "If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness" (1 John 1:9)
God's goodness -- "No good thing will He 
withhold from them that work uprightly" 
(Psalm 84:11)
God's faithfulness -- "The Lord will not for-
sake His people for His great name's sake" 
(1 Sam. 12:22)
God's guidance -- "The meek will He guide" 
(Psalm 25:9)
God's wise plan -- "All things work togeth-
er for good to them that love God" (Rom. 
8:28) 
     Press on soldier of the cross ... There is 
HOPE. Even Christmas Hope.
      Round and round the baggage carousel 
turned, swarmed by the passengers from 
our flight to Tampa, all anxiously awaiting 
their luggage. My husband, Doug, leaned 
in and focused on the ramp where suit-
cases thumped and banged onto the con-
veyor belt. The bright red roller belonging 
to our son’s fiancée tumbled out, but Doug 
couldn’t grab it as it whizzed past. Several 
more bags passed before he managed to 
wrestle his own off the belt and dragged it 
over. That’s when we all noticed… the zip-
per of the front pocket was open. Doug ran 
his hand inside. “Chris’s hat is gone,” he 
said. 
     Hadn’t we lost enough? We were here 
to embark on a Christmas cruise, to help us 
heal, help us move on from the tragedy that 
had upended our lives just five months ear-
lier. Our son, Chris, had died suddenly from 
an undetected heart condition. He was only 
29, engaged to be married to his fiancée, 
Lauren, that August. 
     In the aftermath of Chris’s death, Lauren, 
Doug and I wanted to spend Christmas to-
gether, but none of us wanted to spend the 
holiday at home. We debated whether or 
not going away would be any better.
     It was Doug who’d found the hat. A De-
troit Tigers baseball cap. Chris had worn 
it often, but it had gone missing after his 
death. Then Doug took Chris’s suitcase out 
of storage and discovered the cap in the 
front pocket. To us, it was a sort of sign. 
We’d go on the cruise with Lauren and 
bring a piece of our son with us. Now we 
had lost it.
      I tried my best to keep it together. Maybe 
the hat was still on the plane, somewhere 
in the cargo bay. But still, losing it, even for 
a little while, brought so much grief back up 
to the surface. I could see it all over Lau-
ren’s face.
Her expression suddenly changed. A look 

of confusion. Then disbelief. Then 
a smile. She ran to the edge of the 
conveyor belt. What did she see? I 
followed after her.
It was her red suitcase, the one Doug 
had missed the first time around. 
Except this time, perched directly 
on top, like someone had placed it 
there, was Chris’s baseball cap.
 “My baby wanted to come on this 
cruise with us,” Lauren said.
Remember, we serve a wonderful 
Savior. The babe born in a manger. 
CHRIST THE LORD.

Look for 
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of Divine
Appointments
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through life

By Seeker Columnist, Dr. Charles 
Burton, D.D. PHD
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OH WHAT A GIFT
Dr. Robin Richmond Mason

     It is the first of December, as I am 
sitting down with a cup of coffee and 
my keyboard. The Kentucky wind is 
blowing mightily on our mountain farm 
and the sound of the porch swing 
beating about, roused me early. I’ve 
lowered the porch swing and tossed 
another log on the fire. Rodger and the 
children are all snug in their beds but 
the thought of a gift prevents me from 
going back to sleep.
     When I shake this waking gift box, 
it first appears to be one thing but 
as it is unwrapped the real contents 
emerge. Initially, I thought the gift was 
parental love. I tucked our youngest 
children into bed last evening with a 
gentle Christmas story from my own 
childhood. The tale featured my de-
voted parents, homemade ornaments, 
and the security of always knowing 
that they loved me unconditionally. Al-
though the bedtime story had a happy 
beginning, middle, and end it still left 
me with tears in my eyes. I am so 
thankful for my parents! I have been 
so blessed to grow up with a mom and 
dad who have loved my siblings and 
myself, each other, and God. They 
gave me a heritage and foundation 
that has never cracked and I wouldn’t 
exchange my childhood with that of 
Prince Charles.
     I’m thinking of those parents in the 
darkness of this morning as the wind 
howls and the fire crackles. Those 
early birds are no doubt awake in their 
own living room. Their little Christmas 
tree is twinkling and they too are drink-
ing coffee. Their fireplace is glowing 
and a cat is probably curled up, near-
by. Maybe Mom and Dad are remem-
bering Christmases past and count-
ing their blessings. My parents took 
the gift of parenthood seriously. They 
loved us kids and we never doubted it. 
Maybe they are laughing about some 
of the gifts that we have shared over 
the years. I know that the conversa-
tion won’t progress for long without a 
recognition of sadness because our 
oldest brother’s image is in all of our 
wonderful childhood memories. His 
death, several years ago still leaves a 
lingering emptiness around their tree.
     It is a tender appreciation for par-
enthood that shows me the further 
contents of this Christmas gift that 
wakes me. The real content is a view 
of another character at the nativity. 

Dear Reader, you might rightly assume 
that I already have a few stable favor-
ites all gathered around the crèche. At 
the top of the list of course, is the tiny 
baby all snuggled in swaddling clothes. 
Just the thought of a newborn makes 
me want to hug a pillow. I should have 
raised a dozen children. Forgive me, I 
digress.     Then there is the blessed 
Mary. Oh what a female role model she 
provides! The view of her outward sim-
plicity and the recognition of her inward 
majesty, speak volumes. A few years 
ago, we traveled to Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania and stayed on a work-
ing farm with an Amish family. I think 
that Mary’s clean scrubbed face must 
have radiated something of the pure 
heart that I saw in the Amish mother, 
we knew.
     Mary has called women of all time to 
virtue, strength, wisdom, and charac-
ter. Her gentle, young face at the stable 
allows the viewer a moment of peace 
within her happiness. This scene is 
at the beginning of her story. It is the 
happiest of moments and the height of 
blessings but we the viewers, know the 
rest of the story. We know that Mary 
will have to watch the torture and cruci-
fixion of the man child she adores. The 
manger scene is better. I want to stay 
there. I want to smile with Mary and 
watch that baby stir in its sleep for just 
another moment.
     Now, that I’ve pondered the joys 
and sorrows of parenthood, the gift is 
clearer. I see the other visitor at the 
stable. God the Father is there in the 
humble gathering. He has given more 
than anyone else will ever give and he 
thoroughly understands the whole sto-
ry. He too sees the joy on Mary’s face, 
the responsibility on Joseph’s shoul-
ders, and the true identity wrapped in 
a baby blanket.
     If we were discussing Biblical his-
tory, theology, or the view of the church 
fathers on literal interpretation; we 
might deserve a silencing at this point. 
But we are not discussing any of those 
things. All of those authorities are still 
asleep this morning. It is only you and 
I Kind Reader, and the crackle of the 
fire. We can talk about such things. 
     In Fatherless America, an astute so-
ciological examination of a very pres-
ent cultural dilemma, David Blanken-
horn examines the role of a father and 
the void its absence creates. He points 
out that in our contemporary world, 
about 40 percent of American children 
sleep in homes in which their fathers 

do not live. The whole book docu-
ments and discusses the ramifications 
of a culture that is increasingly father-
less. Blankenhorn points out that our 
nation is becoming a divided nation. 
He says that we are divided into two 
groups, separate and unequal. The 
two groups work in the same econo-
my, speak a common language, and 
remember the same national history. 
But they live fundamentally divergent 
lives. One group receives basic ben-
efits, psychological, social, economic, 
educational, and moral that are denied 
to the other group. The primary fault 
line dividing the two groups is not race, 
religion, class, education, or gender. It 
is patrimony. One group consists of 
those who grew up with the daily pres-
ence and provision of fathers. The 
other group consists of those who did 
not. Today those groups are roughly 
the same size.
     Think with me for a moment about 
the love of a parent. Remember the 
irresistible urge to observe our chil-
dren’s every moment. Who didn’t grab 
a video camera to capture those first 
steps and remember the joy of see-
ing that bike ride progress for more 
than 2 feet? Scripture shows us that 
the heart of God the Father is similar 
in many ways to the heart of a loving 
human father. In this year’s Christmas 
gift, I see God the Father at the stable, 
incognito. He is there, on the outskirt 
of the scene, right where the lighting 
fades. See him? He is the bedraggled 
shepherd, the one who peers most in-
tently at the babe. See him lingering 
for just another moment as the others 
tire and leave? He too has enjoyed the 
rest of the slumbering child and the 
joy on Mary’s face. He gave a nod of 
encouragement to Joseph and blinked 
back knowing tears that no one else 
could understand. 
     John 3:16 tells us that God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begot-
ten son that who so ever believeth on 
him should not perish but have ever 
lasting life. How? How? How, can a 
parent love anything so much that he 
could give up his only child as a sac-
rifice? I don’t know the how, but I do 
know the certainty. God, incognito, 
moved away from the nativity scene 
knowing that he had given his best 
and loved with every ounce that was 
within him. That is the gift that wakes 
me this Christmas, the image of God 
at the stable giving his all. The know-
ing that we all have a father who loves 

us that much. He offers this Christmas 
gift to each of us.

Dr. Robin Richmond Mason
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"IT IS CHRISTMAS EVERY TIME YOU LET GOD LOVE OTHERS THROUGH YOU."
- 
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