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CONGRATULATIONS TO UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
RICHMOND HOUSE OF PRAYER INVITES THE COMMUNITY TO

THEIR 2026 HOMECOMING
CELEBRATION

stored Mule Shed Lane location! This

ON THE REOPENING of their newly re-
marks the first time the congregation has

UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH WARMLY INVITES
=24 friends, family, former members, and the comm-
unity to join them for their 2026 Homecoming Cel-
ebration, taking place July 24-26 at the church’s
camgus located at 1290 Barnes Mill Road in Rich-
mond.

gathered in its original sanctuary since the
severe storm damage sustained on March
16, 2025.

To celebrate this special homecoming, |
RHOP hosted its “Welcome Home” Fa- |
ther’s Day service, Sunday morning, June [
21st. Hundreds gathered to give thanks for [
God’s faithfulness throughout this journey
and celebrate this exciting new chapter.
And check out this divine sign by Tim Revel
of Rev Man Graphics in Richmond.

The weekend will feature fellowship and food as
‘[the congregation celebrates God’s faithfulness and
looks ahead to what He has in store for the future.
Special guest, Carroll Roberson will be returning to
preach his messages both in word and in song.
Please join Pastor John Cravens and Faith
Cravens, Music Minister Michael Tilley, Youth Minis-
ter Joseph Stanley, and Unity’s congregation for this
special weekend of worship and encouragement.
Services will begin Friday, July 24, and Saturday,
July 25, at 7:00 p.m. each evening. Afish fry and fel-
lowship meal will be held Saturday at 5:30 p.m. prior

——

| KNEEL FOR THE CROSS

- |to the evening service.
Homecoming Sunday services will follow the
* |church’s regular schedule on July 26, providing a
wonderful opportunity for former members, family,
and friends to reunite and worship together, and cel-
ebrate the exciting growth and ministry opportuni-
ties in recent years. These have been instrumental
and encouraging and discipling people within the
church community.

Everyone is welcome to attend this special
Homecoming weekend. Come enjoy uplifting wor-
ship, Christ-centered fellowship, and a time of cel-
ebration as Unity Baptist Church gathers to honor
its heritage and continue its mission of sharing the
Gospel.

For more information, visit Unity Baptist Church or
attend anv of the Homecoming weekend services.
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The Seeker 2 ~prcKk YOUR $1 Bills
You May Have the $1,100 Lucky Buck!

“"Follow The Smoke
To The

Big Red Building”
Car Show
July16th '5 -8 PM

T *ﬂ-—-—"n

B(w& Poz*c

Smokehouse

Mon-Tues CLOSED

Wed-Sat: Bam-Bpm
Sun: Bam-4pm

1797 Lake Linville Rd., Mt. Vernon

THEBACKPORCHSMOKEHOUSE@GMAIL.COM

FOR ADS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS CALL 859-302-3103

FAMILY AUTO SALES |[Kentucicy
*Financing Avalable arm oureau
Don’t Garrard Co.
8-5:30 M
Make §.4:30 Tue-Fri
Any Deals B 751 Lexington Rd
H - XI
Wlth(:lf k. ‘ Lancaste? KY
Checking [ % | THOMAS NOE
Out Our (859 7156-3534 859-792-2601
Wheelg! 239 Mount Vernon Rd., Berea ThomasNoe@kyfb.com
STOCKTON
MORTGAGE
James Alexander

Senior Mortgage Banker
NMLS# #54612

Mobile: 859-582-4751
Office: 859-353-0933
Jalexander@stockton.com

Stockton Mortgage NMLS#8259
Equal Housing Lender
nmlsconsumeraccess.org

o LIKE IT NEVER S
EVENHAPPENED * __
G \
= GVSBE REA
E OFFER RV =7 Collision
& CAMPER REPRIRS! < o
= —a _zwcAr/ozv 81/
N 70 Be77£R
w  SERVE YoUur
NEEDS
New Richmond Office
1019 Ival James Blvd.
859-452-9734
ated at 110 Fairground Road, Berea, KY 40403
st Behind Near New Auto) 859-985-2583

BereaCollisionCenter.com

KELLY’S FRUIT MARKET

AMERICA

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Peaches,Cantaloupe,
Watermelon, Beans, Corn,
Tomatoes, Jams, Jellies,
Baked Goods & More!
HOME GROWN BY
AMERICAN FARMERS
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For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever
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believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. -John 3:16

Griggs

Contracting

859-582-2553
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION & REAIRor;

« FENCES
«~ DECKS
« COLUMNS

« HANDRAIL

Quality Work
o Fully Insured
* Free Estimates

CALL OR TEXT FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE!

s A e s S i |
6 MONTHS
SAME AS CASH FINANCING

through JM A LPHA

(=0 0 3-10 S--0_7

OFFERING

e Coarps b

FINANCING

AVAILABLE
WittiPayment
Ontions}

BOTIE S 00 IO e
VEHICLES;TO

PRUITTS i

AUTO SALES

Oldham, Roberts & Powell
Funeral Home
Honoring Tradition, Respecting Change—since 1906

Owners — Billy and Leigh Ann Butcher - General Manager - Justin Woosley

Lkt

& Onsite | =181 = Advanced

Cre'matn_r}r e . E'I-'l'z]aﬂuiﬁg Services

110 Barnes Mill Road, Richmond, KY 859-623-2422
www.orpfh.com

-

Where compassion meets tradition — Oldham,
Roberts & Powell Funeral Home honors every life
with dignity and care.

S~ERCOD

DEALER, FINANCING AVAIABLE

e e et e

FULL SERVICE AUTOMOTIVE AND POWERSPORTS HEADQUARTERS
WEAREKY'S NENEST KIDS E-BIKES NOW
e IN STOCK!

B

ASK BOUTAUTO REPAIR

859.985.9653

600 Prince Royal Drive, Berea
bluegrassmotorsports@yahoo.com




The Seeker 4
VISIT SEEKERNEWS.COM FOR DAILY NEWS UPDATES FROM A FAITH-BASED PERSPECTIVE, OUR FLIP BOOK & ARCHIVES

BEREA MASONIC LODGE PRESENTS

DOUG HAZELWOOD

& MEMORIAL CAR SHOW

Charlie Napier, $15 Early Registration
DJ to the Cars  $20 Day of Show

Trophies For
Each Class

Dash Plaques
To First 50
Registrations

Food And Drinks
Avaiable

AUgustistfronidtamEr2Jom;
Rainle@Shine
RusSellActon)Eolk{€Center

Contact D. Kidwell for more info 859-358-86635 drkidwell2@gmail.com

"AWARD WINNING
FILM/VIDEO PRODUCER’

CONTACT MVP FOR YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS,
‘ FILMS COMMERCIALS, AND MORE!

MARSHALL'S VIDEO PRODUCTION

CAPTURE CREATE. CINEMA

RR2-

Pat Marshall, Owner For Booking
Information Contact: 859-553-3333




...TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY, AND TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:8
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Iris Vivian
Siler

Jan. 19, 1934 - June 8, 2026

Visit lakesfuneralhome.com for full
obituary information

T HONOR
FUL LIVES

Stone
Aug. 16, 1980 - May 31, 2026

Visit lakesfuneralhnome.com for full
obituary information

IN' HEARTFE
OF BEAUT!

Ronnie "Gator
Crabtree %

Oct. 9, 1949 - June 6, 2026

Visit orpfh.com for full obltuary
information
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Located at
203 N. Dogwood Dr.
Berea, KY
(859) 986-8416

lakesfuneralhome.com
Madison County’s
Only On Site

FUNERAL HOME AND
CREMATION SERVICES

We meet your needs in your

time of grief

Crematory

Trang Thlong

Nguyen #»f2
Feb. 22, 1975 - June 23 2026

Visit orpfh.com for full obituary
information

THE MOUNTAIN AND THE VALLEY

| recently heard a sermon from |
Kings 18-19. If you are not familiar
with the story, you might take a mo-
ment to read it. The jest of the story,
there was a showdown between the
gods of Baal and the God of Elijah
or the real God. Included in the sto-
ry were the emotions of Elijah, the
main character of this account. That
brings us to the title of this article,
The Mountain and the Valley. Eli-
jah experienced both the mountain
moments and the valley moments.
The mountain moments seemed
to be high but the valley moments
seemed to be lower or else he forgot
the high moments. During the low
moments he experienced several
things: Self-pity, loneliness, depres-
sion, questioning, loss of direction,
forgetfulness of past blessings and
he could not see beyond tomorrow.
Have you experienced any, many or
all of these? In my times of grief, |
think | have experienced them all.
Can self-pity be part of grief? | be-
lieve it can. Why me, why now, why
these circumstances. Loneliness
can be a big one and many times
leads to quick solutions that will lead
us in the wrong decision. Depres-
sion is often talked about more than
experienced. There is a difference
between clinical depression and
feelings of sadness. Seek help when
real depression sets in. Questioning
happens in many areas of our grief

and every day living. Seek outside
help or a listening ear during times
of questioning. Loss of direction is
often part of grief. Plans for the fu-
ture can be interrupted without warn-
ing. Sometimes these plans have
to be set aside, delayed or moved
ahead with plans. Any major deci-
sions for the future should be given
much prayer and thought. The main
thought is the last thought for us in
this article as well as what Elijah
experienced. Elijah forgets God’s
blessings from the past as well as
promises for the future. Three things
helped Elijah and will help those
who are grieving. One, he rested,
two, he got nourishment and three,
he waited on the Lord to renew his
strength and give direction. The Lord
sent a strong storm, an earthquake
and a fire, but the Lord was not in
any of these. The Lord spoke in a
still small voice. Don’t let the noise
of grief, silence the voice of the Lord.
Listen for HIS still small voice.

Marian
Abbott

Bereavement Specialist
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RUGGED CROSS COWBOY CHURCH

Invites the community to the Back-to-School
Roundup on Saturday, August 1, from 2:00—
4:00 p.m. Families will enjoy horse and
pony rides, bounce houses, a petting zoo,
free hot dogs, and a backpack filled with
school supplies for students. Come out for
an afternoon of fun, fellowship, and family-
friendly activities!

The church also welcomes everyone to
their annual Wild Horse Ministries event on
Friday, July 31, at 7:00 p.m. at the Bluegrass
Stockyards Outdoor Event Area, located on
K Street in Richmond. Guests are encour-
aged to bring a lawn chair.

Each year, Paul Daily of Wild Horse Min-
istries, from Trout, Louisiana, demonstrates
the gentle breaking of a horse while sharing
the Gospel message. Traveling across the
country with this unique ministry, Paul uses
a local horse at each event so attendees
can witness an authentic, unstaged demon-
stration. It is a memorable experience ac-
companied by a powerful message of faith.
Both events are free and open to the public.
Everyone is welcome!

The Lucky
Val‘F’ g mr’
JULY HAS

$11001!

The|3 LUCKY BIIBI(
SERIAL NIIMBEHS
can'be Iound inside
cnzcxmoun St mufs“’

Coents

Faith Baptist Church July

Events-

- FBA Day Camp- Jul 13-16, 10am-2pm, 1-6
graders, indoor & outdoor activities.

- Hyles Anderson College Tour Group,
Boundless Grace, along with speaker:
Anthony Collin, July 15, at 7 p.m.

- God & Country Conference-July 26-29,
Sun. 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.,Mon-Wed 6:30
p.m. More info on p. 4.

- KYF Splash-July 31 ($5) & Aug 1st ($15)-
Pickleball, Foam Party, Water Slide, Gel
Blaster & more

- TIME TO ENROLL IN FAITH BAPTIST KY
ACADEMY - PreK 3-12 Grade -
faithbaptistky.com, ph: (859) 625-8548.
3600 Golden Leaf Blvd, Richmond.

Madison County Ladies’ GOP
Picnic - July 17, 6 p.m., at Madison
County Fairgrounds, Richmond. Tickets
$10 in advance, $15 at the door.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
RADIO WCBR
93.7FM

TUNE INTO WRVK with
CHARLIE NAPIER on
1460 AM

‘'S CHRISTIAN NEWS

+.SEEKER

Real Life Community
Church-UBS

Theme: Emerald Crossing-An Irish adven-
ture through Psalm 23. July 24-26, Friday
Jul. 24, 6 p.m.; Saturday Jul. 25 10 a.m.;
Sunday morning 10:45 a.m., with lunch
afterwards.-Glyndon St., Richmond.

UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Warmly invite you to join them for their
2026 Homecoming Celebration. It’s tak-
ing place July 24-26 at the church’s
campus located at 1290 Barnes Mill
Road in Richmond. Special guest Carol
Robertson will be returning. Services
will begin Friday, July 24, and Saturday,
July 25, at 7:00 p.m. each evening. A
fish fry and fellowship meal will be held
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. prior to the eve-
ning service.

DOUG HAZELWOOD MEMORIAL
CAR SHOW

Saturday August 1st, 9-2. Russell Acton
Folk Center located at 212 Jefferson
Street in Berea. Proceedes benefit lo-
cal high school scholarships. Contact
D. Kidwell at drkidwell2@gmail.com or
859-358-5665 for more information.

BEREA UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

“The Whole Town” Festival

Sunday, September 13| 11:00 a.m.
Come as you are—bring your family,

invite your friends, and let’s celebrate

together! Music by Kristi Miller & Storm

Chasers.

CONGRESSMAN BARR TO HOST
SENDOFF EVENT FOR SERVICE
ACADEMY NOMINEES

U.S. CONGRESSMAN ANDY BARR
(KY-06) will host a sendoff event for
nominees attending U.S. Military
Academies at the Aviation Museum
of Kentucky on Saturday, June 13th,
from 8-9 a.m.

Barr and students will take on-topic
questions only from the media follow-
ing the event.

The keynote address of the cere-
mony will be given by Jarrett Millsaps,
United States Navy veteran, President
of three CommonSpirit hospitals, and
Fellow of the American College of
Healthcare Executives.Lexington, KY
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Charlie’s
i%ltkm & Grimun’

Music Every
Monday at 7 pm
Refreshments

Pot Luck on Last
Monday of Each
Month! Breakfast
and Music On
Saturdays at 9 am

Free Admission
Everyone is Welcome

Donations are Appreciated

Across From
O’1 Kentucky Furniture
Between Berea And Richmond

We love because he first
loved us.1 John 4:19

e

KING’S

EYE CARE

SCHEDULE YOUR
EYE EXAM TODAY!
OPTOMETRISTS:

Dr. Sarah King

Dr. Kevin Skidmore
Dr Gary King
Dr. Ashley Lane

Dr. Taylor Wagoner

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 8-6;
Thurs. 8-5; Fri. 8-1

859-986-7027

854 Ridgewood Dr., Berea
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We Print Faith News-Not Fake News. Thanks for Over 150 Million Views in Searches for SEEKERNEWS.COM

) :{-
H’“ﬁ ‘Hﬂ'
1 g ¥ -r'”

Kristina Miller
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Happy Joyous July!

As we continue celebrating America's
250th Anniversary, may we never take
for granted the priceless blessings of
faith, freedom, and the opportunity to
worship the Lord without fear.

While this season has brought
many joyful celebrations, our hearts are
heavy for the families affected by the
tragic boating accident on Harrington
Lake over the holiday weekend. We ex-
tend our deepest sympathy and prayers.

Don’t forget—our Flip Book is
available online at seekernews.com,
along with extra photos, videos from
regional events, and now memorials.
Please like, leave kind comments, and
share to help spread the encourage-
ment.

Life is a gift, and one wonderful
way to enjoy it is by spending an evening
with great music and delicious food at
Charlie’s Pickin’ & Grinnin'—see pages 6
and 18 for more.

We also encourage you to
worship at the church of your choice.

Be sure to visit our Church Directory on
page 9 to find a place to connect.

As always, thank you for help-
ing this ministry grow as we celebrate
41 years of service. It is truly an honor
and a privilege. Heartfelt thanks to those
who submit inspirational articles, photos,
and other material; to the businesses
that allow us to distribute The Seeker;
and to everyone who helps with selling
ads, designing layouts, and delivering
papers each month. A special thank-you
goes to Lewis Settlage, who has faith-
fully delivered The Seeker for nearly four
years. This ministry would not be pos-
sible without each of YOU.

With gratitude and faith,

— The Seeker Team

FROM
THE
EDITOR

We Want To Hear From

You. Please Send Any Arti-

cles, Recipes, Jokes, Ads,
or Announcements To:
kristimiller1005@gmail.com

CONTACT US AT

The Seeker Christian News
P.O. Box 302

Berea, KY 40403
Kristi Miller,
Owner/Publisher

859-302-3103
kristimiller1005@gmail.com

PLEASE NOTE!

The deadline to get material in or
out of The Seeker is the

20th of each Month.

All advertisements cancelled
after our deadline, which is the
20th of each month, will incur a
charge. When advertisements are
cancelled on short notice, we do
not have ample time to resell the
spot(s) and cover our expenses.
As always, thank you for your
support and

consideration.

-The Seeker Christian News

JIM SHIELDS’ _B_OOK SIGNING

ﬁi-t f‘ s —u

x5 %LI I :;II‘

WAS HELD AT THE Kentucky Artisan
Center, Saturday, June 13th. He is pic-
tured with his lovely wife, Rosita and a
crowd of fans. Jim is the author of Knot-
hole Reflections On Life’'s Parade, Vol-
umes 1 & 2, Gifts To Share, Volumes 1,
2, and 3, Welcome Baby Bunnies, Sun-
bird’s Special Gift, and more. Below is a
sample of Jim’s book of sonnets, Gifts
To Share, Volume 2.

DERBY
DANDY

Dessert Topping & Spread

Confused | am by what some people do
They think that everyone should

Always win;
Most every sport and every

Game they skew
Act as if losing is some kind of sin.
Sincere they are, I'm sure in

What they try...
Convinced defeat contributes to the strife,
Believing loss brings damage behind by,
Destroying chances for a happy life.
While I applaud their efforts and concerns,
I wonder if they've really thought this out...
Accepting loss is how

Young folks will learn;
In life, sometimes we fail,

Sometimes we shout.
Participate trophies will conceal;

Great on Hot |

Winners and losers are what keep life real. Biscuits,
Sweet Brea(IS
Ice l}ream

By Jim Shields, Author of Gifts To Share ‘

Williams
Memorial Baptist
Church

Pastor, Chris Winkler, 402 Poplar St,
Ravenna (606) 723-5429
or (606) 643-5603

~ Dg’I‘b
Danay
;4

Scdn the Code  |m)3
and Watch Our

Commercial!  [a]

Get Your Derby Dandy At:
BLUEGRASS KITCHEN, Main St-BEREA,
SAVE-A-LOT, Dr. Robert Martin Bypass-
Richmond; SAVE-A-LOT, Richmond
Rd.-Irvine; B & N FOOD MART, Elmburg
Rd-Bagdad; OXBO MEATS, Harrodsburg
Rd-Lawrenceburg

COFFEE HOUSE: S. 1st St-La Grange

Order or Carry Derby Dandy, Call
(859) 302-3103

WiIIiamsmemoriaIbaptist.cm
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR ADVERTIZERS. TELL THEM YOU SAW IT IN THE SEEKER!

THE SEEKER SQUARES

Johnny O. Bolton N o
Attorney At Law fa £

Stop in at

108 S. Campbell St., Lancaster, KY
(Formerly Academy Inn Restaurant)
jboltonlaw@windstream.net

Ph: 859.792.8844 Fax:859.792.8874

Something Olde
Antique & Collectibles £

ANTIQUE MALL FULL OF
PRIMITIVE ANTIQUES,

VICTORIAN, VINTAGE S "
& FRIENDLY FOLKS! B
]

Mon-Sat 10-5 Sunday 1-5 2
437 Chestnut St, Berea - 859-986-6057

7 TSN, 7 Different
chn Tolerhrerrecere’s Flavors!
ot CANDY iwer  Make Great

o gift&.’

Creamed Pull Candy & Potato Candy
104 S. Campbell St. .
Lancaster

859-792-3464

Lane |
FA/I28 5 1.

Dozer & Excavator L
(859] 302-3435

Specializing in Ponds-Rock
Hauling-Top Soil-Fill Dirt

j-abney76@yahoo.com

Gregg’s Auto Body nwm:m ,QU I!LITY o Y'all Come Get A Plate!
859-986-7015 Natural g ll{]‘ajll{Nlb
. P Beverage _,i ‘l{ ‘I\TI\T(" BLUEGRASS
Quality « é? —_— with ALINING
Makes the = » f AR Unique 859.248.2886 KITCHEN
Difference. g @/ S > Jgilfgsd:’:d Darrell Cook 112 S. MAIN STREET, BEREA
205 S. Broadway, Berea chirpjuice.com Spices " Veteran Owned And Operated" 859'868'8847
ARevinan TIME TO ENROLL IN Order Your Hartman’s Art
[ Ay Goose Pet Portraits
' ' 00 We Have A Special
Mggﬁ;ﬁggﬁfiﬁﬁs 3600 Golden Leaf Blvd, Richmond. | Send $8.95 to: © aG\l{fet Forpe'C]a
Sy v e e | Sl o, PreK 3-12 Grade - HJR | The Seeker News All Your Occasions
WITH THIS AD Complation f thb t tk . , ] — 0.
el | I (e 7 Bevea kv 40403|| || 859-314-6639

Madison County
HAVEN OF HOPE
Homeless Shelter

Monica Barnes fé
(859) 314-4821 S 53
301 Steep Street " B |

Richmond, KY 40475
monica@havenothopeky.com

Hey! Don't Be A Hitter,

Slow Down for a Critter
And please drive safely. A message
from Kristi Miller
Music -
and The Seeker °e" 3}
Ministries.

ADVERTISE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE

T 859-302-3103

kristimiller1005@gmail ¥

veronicagreid@gmail.com
L

Berea Fitness 0"[[/
Office Hours: M-Th 9 am- 8 pm/ 24/7

F 9 am-5 pm/Sat. 9 am-5 pm
Sun 1 pm-5 TANNING BEDS

Child Care Available! BRAND NEW

(859) 985-2584 == EQUIPMENT]
501 Mt. Vernon Rd, Berea;

[ ot
|
)

v

-

Berea - (859) 986-4889

$1 699

Most Vehicles
(Some Restrictions May Apply)

Relax on a Sofa While You
Enjoy Coffee, Free Wifi and
Satellite TV while you wait!

°f

Find Us On
Facebook!

DANNY L. PARKER

CPA CGMA PSC
It’s your money,

Let me help you keep more of it.

igh Quality Work, Affordable Prices Servicing
e Lexington & Surround-

ing Are

(859) 623-9887
_

Over 30 Years
Experience [~
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CHURCH DIRECTORY ‘“miisicimcctroear
BETHEL BAPTIST _services Berea Evangelistic Center [
CH URCH 9:45 aym Sunday Schedule: Wednesday Service 7 pm

) Worship 11 am [g Discipleship Training 10 a.m.
Pastor: Randy McPheron Sunday Evening 3 Morning Worship 11 a.m. Thurs. Youth Impact 7pm

847 Scaffold Cane Road, Berea Youth 5 pm B
Pastor, Jeff Osborne 859-985-8491 - 859-986-3181 180 PIaza Dr., Berea, KY

For Transportation Call 859-986-7341 Worship 6 om
Service Times:
Sun Schl. 9:45 am
Morning Wor. 11 am
Sun.Eve. 6 pm

Leave Message and Phone Number

LIVING WATERS
SANCTUARY  sina

th — BAPTIST CHURCH _ Wed Nt. 7 pm ‘
An Independent Full Gospel Church nea Pastor, Larry Day Jaithbaptistky.org N !
113 LIBERTY AVENUE BEREA KY the fall! ’ 3100 Golden Leaf Blvd.,Richmond (859) 625-8548 Pastor John Doss
H Sun. School- T0am
RlChmond House Sun. Worship- 11am
UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
Of Prayer -Kids Blast Sunday Services: 9:30 am Bible Study Pastor
(Ages 0-5th Grade) 10:45 am and 6:00 pm Worship
330 Mule Shed Lo Richmond, KY -Youth Minisry Wednesday Services: 6:00 pm Adult Bible Study, John Cravens
(6th Grade-Junior Year) Youth & Childrens Ministries
(859)'623-8922 Fursuit College/Career unitybaptistchurchrichmondky.com 1290 Barnes Mill Road Richmond
RUGGED CROSS . = PASTOR MATT
The Trail To Heaven Starts At The Cross New “e|ghts I““'cl] LUNSFORD
I Sunday School 9:30 Pastor, Jeff Duncan Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Worship 10:30 for “Just One More”
Thursday Night 859-608-5322 Sundays at 11a.m.
COWBOQY CHURCH  Worship 7:00 348 K Street., Richmond, KY 316 Mini Mall Drive, Berea 859-756-3084 newheightschurchky.com
GETHSEMANE Come Worship With us!
Pastor, Ed Cortez Sun. School: 10 am
BAPTIST sy | IMAPLE GROVE Sun Schoot: 10
CH U RCH Worship 11 am BA PT | ST C H U RC H Youth Service: 11 am
- Sunday Eve Youth. 6 pm Sun. Eve: 6 pm
For Transportation 775 OLD US HIGHWAY 25, BEREAKY  Wednesday Lunch/Bible PASTOR, J ERRY OWENS L J Wed Bible Study: 6 pm
Call 859-893-1241 Past Silver Creek School on the Left Study at Noon 1148 Big Cave Road Orlando KY 40460 - YOU

1 Mile Off Exit 59 Mt. Vernon, KY_
OUR PROGRAM HAS BEEN
PROUDLY SERVING THE ENROLLMENT

commuNITY FOR OVER 40 YEARS AT XY' 0] 4 I\

Sunday School 9:45
‘ o R Worship 9 & 11 am .-m'|_

Wednesday 7 pm

Pastor, Mark Sarver

Sunshine Friends Is Thrilled
To Announce Enrollment
For The 2026-2027
School Year Is Now Open!

1049 Richmond Rd, Berea 859-986-1899

Pilot Knob Baptist Church

( y::&%‘g::z;pam Pastor, We offer the following sessions
Sunday Evening 6 p Randy Calico AM Seseion 8:00arm 11308 |

@l Sunday Evening 6 pm .
Wednesday Evening 7 pm  Box 90, Big Hill, KY 40505 FR' EN us scH u u L gre(?s?gﬂg.%%gﬁ_’;'gg&?arten PM
Full Day Pre-Kindergarten Session

We invite you to visit A H iley f Horen Ul Blhobef et ©:002r-3:00pm
Y 7|

! If you have any questions

/ 859-986-3485 regarding our program or
ary O'ftﬁe area’s local % 2 101 Fee Street, Berea, KY would like to tour the school,
cﬁurcﬁes TJ it B9—Xa & sunshinefriends@bereaumc.org please message or call us at

) T e e bereaumc.org 859-986-3485




Cefe\bratmg 6 Years'
Available at: Ace
Hardware-Berea;
Save-A-Lot-Berea;
Richmond, & Irvine;
Tobacco Barn-

= To Order or for Info Call
859-302-3103

COPYRIGHT BY CHIRP 2017

THE TERRACE NURSING :
& REHABILITATION FACILITY ASTHE
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Everybody Needs Meade’s!

K7} PN MEADE'S DO-IT CENTER
218 River Dr. Irvine KY

MEADE’'S i Monday - Saturday 8-5. Closed Sunday

DO-IT CENTER Your Hometown Hardware, Garden & More

STICKS & STONES
Can Help With Your
Landscaping Vision

DAY!S 859-756-3926

504 Richmond Road N, Berea, KY
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859-986-2985
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“YET A LITTLE WHILE AND THE WORLD SEETH ME NO MORE; BUT YE SEE ME:
BECAUSE | LIVE, YE SHALL LIVE ALSO.” JOHN 14:19

IF THERE'S A

GOLIATH

IN FRONT OF YOQU,
THAT MEANS
THERE'S A

DAVID

INSIDE OF YOU.

LEAVE NO ROOM
FOR THE DEVIL

By Marti Miller

1 John 4:7 tells us that God is love.
Verse 12 of that same chapter says, “No
man hath seen God at any time. If we
love one another, God dwelleth in us,
and His love is perfected in us.” By be-
lieving the Word and knowing that Sa-
tan tries to destroy everything that is of
God, we can assume that he (Satan) will
assuredly be present where there is a
bond of love.

Perhaps his number one target is the
marriage. If he can destroy a husband
and wife team, he can inflict wounds that
may never heal. He can rob a child of its
security, cause severe emotional prob-
lems, create guilt complexes, destroy all
trust, not to mention the severe pain of
broken hearts.

Another common target is among
family members. So many times Satan
distorts circumstances that break the
unity of family ties. One family mem-
ber feels betrayed by another, and of-
ten times stubborness prevails. Without
God’s love, one can be blinded to the
goodness and kindness of a loved one.
Then when a crisis occurs, feelings of
love and concern are set aside. The re-
sult is to condemn rather than to love
and encourage.

Satan will always attack, when he’s al-
lowed, among neighbors and friends. This
is because Jesus commanded us to love
our neighbor as ourselves. (Mat. 22:39)
Anytime Satan can successfully cause
friction among friends, he will. He can
twist our understanding, take a good deed
and pervert it into something vicious.

Another one of Satan’s favorite battle
fields is right in the church itself. If he can
cause friction in the body of Christ, then
he knows he has a good chance of de-
stroying an entire body of believers. We
have to teach and not judge; exort and
not condemn; love and not envy; and pro-
mote peace and not allow strife.

We have a “born again” spirit when
we accept Jesus as our Savior and He
cleanses us by giving us a new spirit.
Still, we have to give this new spirit in us
a chance to grow and develop. It's not an
instant procedure. And much too often we
expect over night development and per-
fection. We need to consider the growing
and learning process. Sometimes it’s dif-
ficult to realize that the closer a person is
to God and the greater responsibility they
have in the Lord’s service, the more apt
he is to be under continuous attack from
the devil. Even a slip of the tongue could
easily be mistaken as a deliberate dam-
aging offense, when place is given to the
devil.

Old Satan never ceases to hunt out
and destroy. The theif cometh not, but for
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am

come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly. | am
the good shepherd: the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep. (John 10:10,11
The important thing is that we get a vi-
sion of who this “Lucifer” really is. We have
to realize his powers and remember that
love conquers all and covers a multitude
of sin. We must strongly believe that our
greatest weapon against Satan is love
God is love, and God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son...
And Jesus gave us the athority to use His
name to cast out devils. And these signs
shall follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out devils; (Mark 16:17) We
have to stop giving room to the devil. We
must close all channels of entry and build
a wall of love that he can never penetrate.
Put on the whole armor of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities
, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. (Ephesians
6:11,12) - -

In Loving
Memory of
Marti Miller 9%
1951-1998 §
Co-Found-

er of The

Seeker |

SHARE HIS LOVE
BY LIVING IT!

By Charlenea Kay Wirth

When our friend noticed our car tires
were thinning, he shared that he heard
from the Lord to pay for all four tires and
had already ordered them. Wow!! | cried
in gratitude! As the new tires were being
put on, the mechanics discovered some-
thing else unrelated was dangerously
needed for immediate repair. “This act
of compassion may have saved our life
or someone else’s on the road,” | shared
with my husband.

Ironically, at the same time our friend
was blessing us, he had miraculously just
left the bank before a shooting and-hor-
rific robbery would take the lives of two
people, altering the lives forever in the
Berea Community and beyond!

Days later, | later joined the Celebration of
Life Fund Raiser for the families, friends
and coworkers who needed support. Vol-
unteers from several states were brought
together in unity. Many felt the comfort
of community gathering to cry with, help
mend, and support one another in nu-

merous ways. The need for community is
great!
| remember the story | heard years

ago of a couple who sacrificed their vaca-
tion plane ticket money to give to a family
they did not even know who needed to go
to their hometown for an emergency but
couldn’t afford it. How the Lord desires
to see more compassion, more kindness
and more time spent not just by possess-
ing book knowledge of how to share God'’s
love but also putting the words into action!
We could spend more time listening to
one another without just talking about our-
selves and share His love by living it! We
are to ‘notice’ opportunities, sometimes
sacrificing like the couple sacrificing their
plane ticket money. We follow His exam-
ples daily, by purposely seeking and help-
ing administer to the needs of His people.

“Remember, kindness is a reflection of
our faith, and when we express compas-
sion, we mirror God’s love. It is in these
moments that we can truly meet the needs
of others, uplift their spirits and showcase
the heart of Jesus.”

“Jesus places it at the forefront of our
Christian duties. There is no higher call
than to show love through our actions, thus

Love God
Love ‘Peqpi’e
Share Jesus

building bonds that can uplift, heal, and in-
spire.” We are so thankful to the Lord that
our friend noticed us!

God used just one person to notice
and provide for our needs. God used a
community for the support of the losses of
loved ones in the Berea Community. May
we continue to follow Jesus’s examples
and obey His Commandments with His
strength and sacrificial love He pours on
us.

May you be the person or continue to

be the person who pours out His love to
one another not only in words but in ac-
tions!

“Not looking to your own interests but
each of you to the interests of the oth-
ers.” — Philippians 2:4
*biblestudyforyou.com Pastor David
** Scripturesavvy.com

Prayers continue for all those touched
by this Berea tragedy. May comfort be
found through His compassion.
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"JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN, ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD"

WELCOME T O KIDS CORNER

4tH oF JuLy Word SearcH

BOASTFUL
BUDDY

By Doug Miller,
Co-founder of The Seeker

Boastful Buddy bragged about
The things he’d do tomorrow.

But when tomorrow came to pass
For him it held much sorrow.

We don’t know about tomorrow

It is promised to no man.

So don'’t brag on your intentions
Tomorrow might just spoil your plans.
Live each day unto the Father.
Win a crown that’s made of gold.
Don’t be like old Boastful Buddy,
Who knows what a day may hold.

TEARS AND
FEARS

By Doug Miller,
Co-founder of The Seeker
Mary’s tears and Johnny’s fears

Will make them old before their years.

But you should know fear
Always flees us

When we use our faith in Jesus.

So anytime that things look grim

Always put your trust in Him.

BIBLE VERSE

"Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom."

2 Corinthians 3:17

ASK JeSus INto
Your Heart

The ABC’s of Salvation

ADMIT that you know you
are a sinner and ask God
for forgiveness

BELIEVE in Jesus and that
the Bible is true. Pray and
ask God into your heart.
CONFESS that Jesus is
your Lord and that you
believe he died on the cross
for your sins

o

What did the little

F'O 3 BT HA ORI TEDS S
R R EF I REWORIKSYZBD
E | EP AR ADEURWHII R A
EB EY A S F L ATGAT I T
N B L E© L U L | BERETH
AS D ECLARAT I ©NA.I
T A& W€ B 4+ 8 Lt ¥ & d U E 1 R
|l M E MR EOTOANMANT
o | F AMAMZBR I GHTS TE
N CRCAERAD®OSOTHE
W J ER | GREDANSA I N
H ‘2 E&8 L I B ER T ¥ R T LA
I N D EP ENDEWMNG GCEERB
T B G KM ETACPATRSTLY
E A MER | C A NBILUEW.I
AMERICIA FREEDOM REVOLUTION
BLUE INDEPENDENCE RIGHTS
BRITAN JULY STATES
DECLERATION LIBERTY SUMMER
FIREWORKS NATION THIRTEEN
FLAG PARADE UNITED
FOURTH RED WHITE

firecracker say to
his dad?
“Hi, Pop!”
To Order
Your Copy of
Brother
Goose

Send $8.95 to
The Seeker News
P.O. Box 302
Berea, KY 40403

OALITTLE
A | AUGHS

Why aren’t there any Fourth of July
knock-knock jokes?
Because freedom rings!

What did one flag say to the other?
Nothing. It just waved.

What do you get when you cross a
duck and a rocket?
A firequacker.

Why shouldn’t you tell the Liberty
Bell jokes?
It'll crack up.

Why did Paul Revere ride his horse
from Boston to Lexington?
It was too heavy to carry.

What'’s a firecracker’s favorite
snack? Pop-corn!

What kind of dog is patriotic?
A Yankee Doodle.

What's the best beverage to order
on the Fourth of July?
Liber-tea.

What's the best
thing to serve with
cheese on the
Fourth of July?
Firecrackers.
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Near New Auto Center
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“Just Good

Proudly Serving you for over 40 Years
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www.hearnewauto.com

859 986-8888 SAit MﬂNEY DRIVE BETTER

200 Richmond Road North Berea

WE'RE ONLINE AT
Seekernews.com

Full Service Banking

Checking Accounts - Savings Accounts
Certificate of Deposit

850-582-6458
Community EEixbitira

Trust Bank 859-625-5559 Office @

linda@roundupteam.com
https://lindalester.cbmcmahan.com

Conveniently
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' :E:] Meadow Rd.
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animalclinicofestillcty.com of KY!

606-386- 0825

sizzLne i)
el (4
. sTviEs, By

. e ‘a‘;g# y ‘-,._._l-'-
606-386-0825 Katelyn
206 1/2 Richmond Road North Singleton

Hairstylist

Rockcastle i

HOME OF THE FREE

Recycling meevroum oty

(606) 2561388 SRER

We Buy Scrap Metal,Steel, Tin, Cars and Appliances!

Dumpster
A .| Services

11 | Available
1l | Through

& Hunt’s

W Trucking

@%@3 , the Hair Lou NSe

Berea, Ky 40403

4 Ask About

b= =M ghredder!
Email: rockcastlerecycling@gmail.com

i
10536 N Wilderness Rd. Berea, KY
rockcastlerecycling.com
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IT’S NICE TO BE IMPORTANT BUT IT’S MORE IMPORTANT TO BE NICE.

The Lucky Buck <
Value mrlllNIE
$1100Mh,

Brought to you by Smith’s Tire and The Seeker Christian News

ROAD HOG FESTIVAL

The 3 LUCKY BUCK

NUMBERS

Can he found inside...
Hope you win!!V”

Heres How It Works...
We now will release 3 Lucky Bucks ($1
dollar bills) into a random location, how-
ever we will give you a hint as to where
they are spent.

Now here’s where you come in: You
need to make sure you check all your $1
bills. Even ask for change in ones so
you can increase your odds. You are not
asked to buy anything. THIS IS NOT A
GAME OF CHANCE. You simply have
to retrieve one of the $1 bills with one of
the matching serial numbers that we have
listed in The Seeker for the month.

You have from the 5th of each month
when they are released into the public until
the 5th day of the following month when
the serial numbers expire to turn it into
The Seeker. If the dollar is determined to

be a winner, the cash reward will be given
at the end of the month. This feature of
The Seeker is sponsored by Smith’s Tire
Center, US 25 North, in Berea, KY. We
appreciate their support of this contest.
Call (859) 986-2032 or email:
kristimiller1005@gmail.com to make ar-
rangements to meet if you have found the
winning number. Three new Lucky Bucks
will be released during the first week of
each month.

Each month that the Lucky Buck is not
retrieved, the cash prize grows by $100,
Thanks to our Sponsor, Smith’s Tire Cen-
ter. (Family and employees of The Seeker
Christian News are NOT eligible to win.
May take 6 weeks to process. All winners
will be photographed and published in
the paper)

25% OFF OFFICE &
BUSINESS CLEANING!

RJCS

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
CLEANING

(859)612-2764

410 Jason Dr. Richmond
Robert
Aubrey,
Owner

ema|| reagan@rjcs1 .com

It's Summer Time. Relax &
Forget The Cleaning Grime

RJ"$ Is Here To Leave Your Space
Spotless And Your Worries Behind!

Contact Us Today To Schedule A
Cleaning Service Or N
For A Gift Certificate

Call or Email to to Win a FREE CLEANING!

9

M

9

t!/ oates
AVAILABLE HERE

AT ANGLIN'S HOG Pen on May 31 had everyone in hog heaven! A large crowd
turned out to enjoy the car show, live bands, vendor booths, delicious food, and
family-friendly fun throughout the day. Pictured above are highlights from the car

show competition in Brodhead.

| |CHURCH ON
THE ROCK

WELCOMED

SPECIAL GUESTS DUR-
ING its Sunday morn-
ing worship service on
May 31. Pictured left to
right are Bro. Tedd Fly-
nn, guest speaker Bro.
Dale Yerton, Bro. Glenn
Wilson, and Pastor Mark
Sarver of Church on the
Rock. Bro. Yerton shared
an inspiring message on
the importance of fathers.
You are cordially invited
to worship at Church

on the Rock, located on
Richmond Road North in
Berea.

IN BEREA GATH-
ER AT Cracker Bar-
rel on the second |
Tuesday of each [¢
month for food, fel- " ;

lowship, and fond
memories of their
years together. |
Whether you are
a former Dresser [
employee or not,
you are cordially |
invited to join them
as they reconnect, .
share stories, and |
enjoy the friendship
forged throughout
their careers.




VETERANS
MEMORIAL
CEREMONY AT
BEREA CEMETARY

THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 50 hosted a Veterans Memorial Ceremony at
Berea Cemetery on Sunday, May 24, honoring the brave men and women who gave
their lives in service to our nation. Pictured left to right are Lanny Simmons, Adam
Cervasio, Mayor Bruce Fraley, Danny Helton, Ken Clark, (unidentified), Gary Baker,
Emerson McAfee, Tom Todd, Jake Johnson, Wess Reynolds, and Mike Boyd. The
National Anthem was performed by Kristi Miller. Scan the QR code to watch a
segment of this special patriotic ceremony.

ula.n Calre Connen

WE PRAY FOR
THOSE WHO
CAN'T FORGIVE.

MAY GOD
SOFTEN THEIR
HEARTS.

GOD HAS SPOKEN CLEARLY: “If you
do not forgive others their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses”(Matthew 6:15).
Unforgiveness is not merely a wound—
it is willful rebellion against the mercy of
GOD, who forgave us in Christ when we
deserved wrath.

Those who cling to bitterness declare
with their lives that Christ’s blood is not
enough—that His cross may forgive
them, but theirs cannot forgive others.
That is blasphemy in practice, no matter
how wounded they claim to be. It is the
sin of the unmerciful servant (Matthew
18:21-35), who was shown grace but re-
fused to extend it, and was handed over
to torment.

GOD commands His people to put away
all bitterness (Ephesians 4:31) and to
forgive as He forgave us (Colossians

COLLECTOR'S
COINS & JEWELRY |

Southern Hills Plaza
946 Commercial Dr. Richmond

859-626-9823

-7 \ We BUY Scrap Gold & Sllver ]ewelry

> - TOP PRICES Coin Albums,
N =) PAID FOR Mint Sets,
: GOOD COINS! Proofs, Rare
Full Line Of ggiﬁfﬁon
- Garret, Minelab = :
& Xp Metal s Dates. We Buy
Dectors £ Script And
Monentary

BUY, SELL & TRADE! FREE APPRAISALS! [OJelebintsH]
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3:13). A hardened heart is evidence of
spiritual blindness, or worse—of a soul
dead in trespasses. It may masquerade
as “self-protection,” but GOD sees it as
pride and unbelief.

So we pray—not out of sentiment, but
with urgency—that GOD, who raises
the dead, would break their pride, shat-
ter their idols, and replace their hearts
of stone with hearts of flesh (Ezekiel
36:26). Let them see the scandal of the
cross, and be undone by it.

Because if we will not forgive, we testify
that we have never truly received the
forgiveness GOD gives.

GOD, in mercy:

Grant repentance.

Grant humility.

Grant the miracle of forgiveness.

Let Christ be formed in them.

SOFTEN THEIR HEARTS, O GOD.
FOR YOUR GLORY, AND THEIR SAL-
VATION.© God's ARMY-Soldier Of Faith

REPAIR
(859) 228-0221

2405 Blg Hill Road Berea

i V... of THECOLD
LR We Offer AIC Service
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“The Lord is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation.”-Exodus 15:2

Watch Richmgnd s local
Tv Service!

Richmond’s
Very Own

Available Over The Air With A Digital Antenna
And Almost All Area Cable Systems!

WBON Oﬂ'elos 9.1 - Local Sports & Great Shows

9.2 -BUZZR
3 Great TV 23 Movieshere {575 e
Challllels 9.5 - Retro TV R il i

Local News, Local Sports, Local Events, Local Weather &

Newsmakers From The Greater Richmond Area

DO Y AN GOSPEL MUSIC
THE ANSWERS? TRIVIA

1. Which patriotic hymn mcludes the line,
“God shed His grace on thee™? w‘N A ﬁ

2. In “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,”
whose truth is described as “marching

Call Or Email Your Answers
to WIN A PRIZE!

on”?
(859) 302-3103 or
kristimiller1005@gmail.com

3. What song contains the lyric, “God
bless America, land that | love™?

4. Which patriotic classic by Lee Green-
wood begins with the words, “If tomorrow
all the things were gone”?

JULY ‘26 LUCKY BUCK #°S

$1 1 00 1. L59731307C

2. G27247363A
JUNE PRIZE AMOUNT 3. G34284356C

WE PLAN TO SPEND THE LUCKY BUCKS IN RICHMOND, BEREA, AND Irvine.
Smith’s Tire and The Seeker. The current value is the maximum reward and will be
divided evenly in the event there are multiple winners. Thank you for participating.
More details can be found on page 16.

if laskyou | A~ AQ
topickuptne | \g8
fempo on
that anthem, 3
do \,-'ou'? i

Krlstl Mlller Scan This QR
Code to hear

R ain in Seattle s
“‘:‘ Is NOW Avaiable Stronger”
To Order Please Call (859) 302-3103 or

Email:kristimiller1005@gmail.com ,
Visit kristimiller.net for Upcoming events F

wi You

- SEEI{E Visit us Online at

KY'S CHRISTIAN NEws O€ekernews.com

CHARILIE S PICKIN’ & GRINNIN’

EVERYONE IS INVITED to Charlie’s Pickin’ & Grinnin’ on Mondays at 7 p.m.
for an evening of live music, fellowship, and a great meal. Breakfast and music
are also offered Saturdays from 8-10 a.m. Charlie’s is located on Berea Road in
Richmond, across from OI' Kentucky Furniture.
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YOU ARE MY
SUNSHINE

By Bruce Walker ©2024

EVER WITNESSED A MIRACLE?

Karen and Ed live in the mountains of
North Alabama. Ed works at the Toyota
engine plant in Huntsville, and Karen, a
nurse, had taken leave from the hospital
for the birth of their second child.

Like many mothers, Karen spent time
preparing their three-year-old son, Mi-
chael, for the sister who was on the way.
Each evening a small ritual unfolded be-
fore bedtime. Karen would sit beside Mi-
chael’s bed and talk to the baby growing
inside her. Then she would encourage
Michael to talk to his little sister too.
They read Goodnight Moon, said their
prayers, and Karen would kiss Michael
goodnight.

Then Michael would lean over, kiss his
mother’s round stomach, and sing softly
to the baby:

“You are my sunshine, my only sun-
shine...”

Before drifting off to sleep he would
whisper, “Goodnight, little sister. | love
you.” Even before she was born, a bond
was forming. The pregnancy was nearly
full term when tragedy struck.

One evening after prayers, Karen
stepped into the hallway outside Mi-
chael's room when a sudden, searing
pain tore through her stomach. She col-
lapsed to the floor.

Calling for her husband, Ed rushed
to her side. Realizing something was ter-
ribly wrong, he scooped Karen into his
arms, grabbed Michael from bed, and
raced for the car. The hospital in Hunts-
ville was forty-five minutes away.

With the flashers blinking and his
heart pounding, Ed sped down the dark
highway. He called ahead to the emer-
gency room, telling them he was coming.
Ed had never been much of a praying
man. But that night he prayed. As he
drove, he glanced in the mirror. Michael
sat beside his mother in the back seat,
holding her hand.

Halfway to Huntsville an ambulance
met them on the highway and took Karen
the rest of the way. Ed and Michael fol-
lowed behind.

At the hospital, a medical team rushed
Karen into the delivery room. Ed and Mi-
chael waited.

Finally a doctor came out.
“The mother will be fine,” he said. “But
there are serious complications with the
baby.”

The doctor suggested Ed take Michael
home and return in the morning.

It was the longest night of Ed’s life.

The next morning brought no good
news.

The umbilical cord had wrapped tightly
around the baby’s neck, depriving her
brain of oxygen.

“If she survives,” the doctor explained
gently, “there will likely be severe brain
damage.”

Instead of preparing a nursery for cel-
ebration, Karen and Ed began a silent
vigil outside the NICU. Day after day they
waited.

One of them would leave only long
enough to get fresh clothes or check on
Michael. Whenever they walked past
the nursery they had decorated for their
daughter, the pain was almost unbear-
able. Hope was hard to find.

Instead of planning a welcome-home
party, they quietly wondered if they would
soon be planning a funeral.

Meanwhile, Michael had only one ques-
tion.

“When can | see my little sister?”

He wanted to sing to her.

He had drawn her a picture too — a bright
yellow sun with a smiling face.

Each time, Karen or Ed would gently say,
“Soon, sweetheart.”

But they didn’t know how to tell him the
truth.

Two weeks passed. The doctor finally
told them the baby likely had only days to
live. Karen and Ed made a decision.

It was time for Michael to meet his sister.

Hospital rules didn’t allow small children
in the NICU, but a compassionate techni-
cian quietly helped them sneak him in. Mi-
chael wore oversized scrubs and a bright
yellow mask.

He looked tiny walking into that room
full of machines and monitors. Without
hesitation he walked straight to the bed.
Before anyone could stop him, Michael
slipped his little hand through the rail and
began to sing.

“You are my sunshine, my only sun-
shine...
You make me happy when skies are
gray...”

Karen and Ed stood there with tears
streaming down their faces.

Then they began singing too.

A quiet family serenade. As they sang,
Karen glanced at the monitor.

The erratic heartbeat began to steady.
The EEG screen, which had shown al-
most no brain activity, began to flicker to
life.

Karen whispered through her tears.
“Keep singing, sweetheart... keep sing-
ing.”

A NICU nurse rushed into the room,
ready to remove the child. But when she
looked at the monitors, she stopped.

Then she said softly,
“Honey... keep singing.”

The baby’s breathing smoothed out.
The doctor rushed in and examined
her carefully. One by one, every vital
sign returned to normal. Days later, the
little girl went home.

Michael insisted his drawing of the
bright yellow sun be taped above her
bed.And he insisted on naming her.
Sunshine.

For six months Sunshine returned
weekly for checkups.

Each visit brought astonishing progress.
Doctors called her a modern medical mir-
acle. But her family called her something
else. A miracle of God’s love. And every
time they spoke her name — Sunshine
— it reminded them of a three-year-old
boy who believed his sister could hear
him, and sang anyway.

Never give up on the people you love.
Love is powerful. Just ask Jesus.
Some people say, “What if | pray and
nothing happens?”Yes... but what if it
does? Pray on.

“The evidence of God’s presence far
outweighs the proof of His absence.”
— Francgois Mauriac

Look For Your
Copy Of

Divine
Appointments
God’s
Lessons

In Making It
Through Life.
Avaiable
Online And In
Bookstores

By Seeker Columnist,
Dr. Charles Burton, D.D. PHD

(=

QUALITY

GARAGE DOOR
SERVICES

859-556-7556

OPENING
DOORS TO
QUALITY
SERVICE

Whether you're refreshing the look of your home or having to
replace a drab, dated garage door, finding a new garage door
is an exciting chance to upgrade your home’s convenience and
safety while also boosting your curb appeal. Contact us today for
a quote and more information.859-556-7556
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FAITH, FUN, AND A FEW GOOD GIGGLES

Crabby Road

If it's called Independence Day,
how come I have fo celebrare
it with a group of people?

Maxine.com

WE WANT T O HEAR
YOUR JOKES & ST ORIES
SEND US YOUR FUNNIES!

The Seeker Christian News
P.O. Box 302 Berea, KY 40403

EHallmark Licensing, LLC

Why did the corn on the cob go to the
4th of July parade?

Because it heard there would be a-
maize-ing floats!

What was the wildest battle of the Rev-
olutionary War?
The Battle of Bonkers Hill.

What are the most patriotic flowers?
Yankee Doodle Dandylions.

Why did the hot dog go to the 4th of
July party?
Because it heard it was buns of fun.

Did you hear about the angry firecrack-
er?
He was so mad that he exploded!

Which flag is the most highly rated?
The American flag. It has 50 stars!

What do you call an American revolu-
tionary who draws cartoons?
A Yankee Doodler.

Why were the first Americans like ants?
They lived in colonies.

Doctor: “l don't like the way your
wife looks!"
Farmer: "l ain't too crazy about her
looks either, but she's good at milk-
ing, wood cuttin’, and right good to
me and the kids!"

Breaking <

CLASSIC
SUMMER
POTATO SALAD

Ingredients:

2 pounds red potatoes or Yukon
Gold potatoes, cut into 3/4-inch
chunks (peel first if desired)

2 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, divid-
ed, plus more as needed

3 hard-boiled large eggs, peeled
and diced (optional)

2 dill pickle spears, diced (about 1/3

cup), or 1/4 cup sweet pickle relish

2 medium stalks celery, diced (about

3/4 cup)

1 large shallot, minced (about 1/4
cup)

2 medium scallions, thinly sliced
(about 1/4 cup), optional

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh
dill, 1/2 cup mayonnaise

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

Directions:

Place potatoes and 2 teaspoons
salt in a large pot. Bring to a boil
over high heat. Reduce the heat to
maintain a gentle simmer, and cook
until the potatoes are fork-tender, 8
to 10 minutes.

Place 3 diced large hard-boiled
eggs (if using), 2 diced dill pickle
spears (or 1/4 cup sweet pickle rel-
ish), 2 diced medium celery stalks, 1
minced large shallot, 2 thinly sliced
medium scallions (if using), 2 table-
spoons finely chopped fresh parsley,
dill,1/2 teaspoon kosher salt, 1/2
cup mayonnaise, 1 tablespoon Dijon
mustard, and 1 tablespoon apple
cider vinegar in a medium bowl. Stir
to combine.

Drain the potatoes well, let cool to
room temperature, about 15 min-
utes.

Add the potatoes to the bowl of
dressing and fold to combine. Cover
and refrigerate for at least 1 hour

2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar or before serving.
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STRAWBERRY
SPOON CAKE

Ingredients:

6 tablespoons unsalted butter (3
ounces; 85 g), melted, divided

1 pound (454 g) fresh strawberries,
hulled and sliced (about 3 1/4 cups)
2 teaspoons grated lime zest, plus 2
tablespoons (30 ml) fresh juice from
2 large limes, divided

1 1/4 cups granulated sugar (about
9 ounces; 250 g), divided

1 teaspoon Diamond Crystal kosher
salt, divided; for table salt, use half
as much by volume

1 cup all-purpose flour (4 1/2
ounces; 128 g)

2 teaspoons (8 g) baking powder
1/2 teaspoon cardamom

1/2 cup (120 ml) whole milk

3/4 cup (180 ml) tap water, heated
Vanilla ice cream for serving.

Directions:

Preheat oven to 425°F (220°C). Place
3 tablespoons melted butter in a
9-inch round cake pan

In @ medium bowl, toss strawberries
with lime juice, 1/2 cup sugar, and 1/4
teaspoon salt.

In a large bowl, whisk to combine flour,
baking powder, cardamom, lime zest,
remaining 3/4 cup sugar, and remain-
ing 3/4 teaspoon salt. Slowly pour milk
and remaining 3 tablespoons melted
butter into flour mixture and whisk to
combine (batter will be thick).

Spoon batter over melted butter in
cake pan. Spoon strawberries and any
accumulated juices evenly over top

of cake. Pour hot water evenly over
strawberries; do not stir.

Bake until golden brown and a warm
pudding-like sauce forms below

the strawberries, about 30 minutes.
Serve warm with vanilla ice cream or
whipped cream, if desired.
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250 YEARS OF
THE PROVIDENCE
OF GOD.

By Charles L. Burton

THIS NATION WAS FOUNDED ON BI-
BLE PRINCIPLES. Yes, we have had a
sorted past. Here is proof. The Battle of
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania (July 1-July
3, 1863), was the largest battle of the
American Civil War as well as the larg-
est battle ever fought in North America,
involving around 85,000 men in the
Union’s Army of the Potomac under
Major General George Gordon Meade
and approximately 75,000 in the Con-
federacy’s Army of Northern Virginia,
commanded by General Robert Ed-
ward Lee. Casualties at Gettysburg to-
taled 23,049 for the Union (3,155 dead,
14,529 wounded, 5,365 missing). Con-
federate casualties were 28,063 (3,903
dead, 18,735 injured, and 5,425 miss-
ing), more than a third of Lee’s army.

On the 4th President Lincoln said:
All I can do is Pray... Thus he fell to his
knees for the dead and wounded.

Today we hear much about what is
called the “Separation of Church and
State”. By that phrase is meant that the
Bible, nor Christian ideas, have any
right to influence government. Groups
such as the ACLU, who promote this
idea, say that the First Amendment to
the Constitution forbids Biblical ideas
from influencing government. But an
honest study of the men who wrote the
First Amendment will reveal just the
opposite.

America’s Founders came from a
long line of people who looked to God
as the Source and Strength of their
lives. Prayer to them was as natural as
breathing, and an absolute necessity in
times of national crisis. When the first
major step toward war occurred, which
was the blockading of Boston harbor,
the first Continental Congress was
then in session. This gathering marked
the first time the thirteen colonies had
come together to discuss how to deal
with the King of England’s tyranny over
the American colonies. Their very first
act was to invite a minister to start their
sessions with prayer and the reading
of the Bible.

Here is how the founding Fathers
acted at the birth of this great Nation.
John Adams wrote: “Washington was
kneeling there, and [Patrick] Henry,

o
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Randolph, Rutledge, Lee, and Jay,
and by their side there stood, bowed
in reverence, the Puritan Patriots of
New England, who at that moment,
had reason to believe that...armed
soldiers [were] wasting their humble
households;...They prayed fervently
for America, for Congress, for the Prov-
ince of Massachusetts Bay, and espe-
cially for the town of Boston; and who
can realize the emotion with which they
turned...to Heaven for Divine [inter-
vention]. It was enough to melt a heart
of stone. | saw the tears gush into the
eyes of [even] the old [staunch] Quak-
ers of Philadelphia.”

Ladies and gentlemen, our fore-
fathers believed God answers the
prayers of those who will humble them-
selves before Him. And they wanted
Jesus Christ to show up in their gov-
ernment.

Here are what the Fathers of the
USA believed. “Do not let anyone claim
to be a true American who attempts
to remove religion from politics.” —
George Washingtion.

May every citizen in the army and
in the country have a proper sense of
Deity upon his mind and an impression
of the declaration recorded in the Bible,
‘Him that honoreth Me, | will honor, but
he that despiseth Me shall be lightly
esteemed"” (I Samuel 2:20). — Samuel
Adams.

“Those who pay no regard to religion
and seriousness in the persons whom
they send to the legislature of any state
are guilty of the greatest absurdity and
will soon pay dear for their folly.”— John
Witherspoon.

Just a few folk who believed in our
mighty God to form this great nation.

All of these men were original signers
of the Declaration of Independence.
Men who trusted in God to lead this Na-
tion. This is why that today it is impera-
tive to PRAY for our nation's leaders.
Remember Patrick Henry?

“An appeal to arms and the God of
hosts is all that is left us. But we shall
not fight our battle alone. There is a
just God that presides over the des-
tinies of nations. The battle sir, is not
to the strong alone. Is life so dear or
peace so sweet as to be purchased at
the price of chains and slavery? Forbid
it almighty God. | know not what course
others may take, but as for me, give me
liberty, or give me death.” — Patrick
Henry. Remember this President?

The Founding Fathers believed
faith in God was the key to our being a
good people and America’s becoming
a great nation.” — Ronald Reagan.
On the 4th and every day we must re-
member where we came from. Let us
all remember that there was a HIGH
price paid that we can celebrate this
great Nation. | love America.

The American heros who went be-
fore us had great faith in almighty God.
Let us be reminded that many of them
paid inordinate, personal prices as they
preserved their Christian heritage and
traditions. Trust in Christ today.

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved. It matters not what you have
done but what Christ did on Calvary.
Repent and Believe Christ today.and
keeps you from quitting. It’s hard to be
happy and hard to get up and continue
when you don’t have any of it. What is
it? Hope, of course.

Check Out Charles Bur-
ton's Brand New Gospel
Song

"I Will Cling To That Man
On The Cross."

Scan the Q.R.
Code to listen!

MADISON COUNTY

www.madisoncountyrtl.org

IF THIS FLAG
COULD TALK

New Song in celebration of America's
250th Anniversay
Written By Kiristi Miller/Doug Miller

If this flag could talk she’d say,
“They call me O’l Glory,
Won’t you come a little closer
While | tell you a story
Of how our America began
With faith in God, grit in hand
From the Mayflower to Capital Hill
From dirt-road dreams
to an automobile
The Wright brothers got us
off the ground
Now that torch
has been passed down
It's a legacy of liberty
Our future and our history
We've got the USA in our DNA
In God we trust, in God we pray
If this flag could talk,
Oh, the stories you’d hear
About the last 250 years
About the last 250 years
If this flag could talk
About her women and her men
How they built America and
America built them
She’d say, “I've traveled
Through all the nations,
Stood by your side
In celebrations
She’d say, “I've marched
With soldiers
Through every turn
Though | was trampled,
Torn and burned
To tell of the day freedom
Spread her wings,
And to rise with the eagle
As victory sings
Disaster, war and pandemics
May have put a dent in it
But like Ford said in early times
“Let’s keep it moving down the line.”
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www.craigloftis.com
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Source for Used and
Aftermarket Parts
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TURTLE SOUP

By Dr. Robin Richmond Mason

| MUST BEGIN THIS ARTICLE with
a reader’s discretion advisory. | normally
try to keep my articles for “Beaverdale”,
rated “G”. After all, my column is fam-
ily oriented. Even the logo represents
my homeland and the finest people that
you could ever meet. Nevertheless, this
week | am making an exception. The ex-
traordinary events of the last few weeks
have pushed me over the line. If you
continue to read, it is only because you
have judged your own present constitu-
tion as staunch and stable. | am warn-
ing you my faithful reader, “the material
that you are about to read is presented
for mature viewing only. The implications
of violence, interspecies discord, and
graphic descriptions of destruction may
trouble some people.*

It all began in May. The setting was my
near Eden, in my Paint Lick backyard to
be exact. In this utopia there exist some
of my favorite things. The entrance to the
setting includes the picket fence, trampo-
line, swing sets, the dog igloos, and cat
cottages. A further delightful stroll takes
the viewer beyond my Amish designed
chicken coop, around pumpkin moun-
tain, past the little orchard, the perennial
garden, the raspberry row, the blackber-
ry patch, the spring garden, the buzzing
apiary and finally to the main vegetable
garden. The back yard of our homestead
is such a pleasurable and productive en-
vironment that | feel a sense of joy and
peace while describing it.

Hijacked, I'll tell you! That is what
has happened to my sense of joy and
peace. Here | am painting a panorama
of this lush horticultural haven and my
blood begins to boil at the thought of the
evil that has taken root.

The first evidence of destruction pre-
sented itself as 10 juicy, heirloom toma-
toes destroyed in one night. | skipped
out to the garden with my handmade,
wooden basket only to discover that a
large single bite had been taken from the
bottom of 10 of my prize tomatoes. The
loss was stunning. | removed the dam-
aged fruit and sat down in the grass to
recover from the scene. Oh well, | rea-
soned, one must pay a price for living on
the edge of the wilderness. | tell myself
this as | remind the children to watch out

for coyotes, when they play outside af-
ter dark. We've discussed and practiced
how to respond to a bear encounter, and
we’ve even named one of the resident
snakes “Boomerang” because of his fre-
quent appearances. | am not a novice,
| recognize that environments must be
shared.

The bitten treasures were gathered
and transported to the chicken coop and
| took my first investigative crawl through
the tomato rows. There was not a rep-
tile in sight. Prevention is always great
theme and so | secured the tomato cag-
es and tied the lowest branches of each
plant a little higher. | picked all of the ripe
tomatoes and returned to my kitchen
with a nieve hope that the turtle had only
been a famished troubadour.

A couple of days later, the pillage was
reenacted. Huge chunks of Brandywine,
Mortgage Lifter, Green Zebras, and even
the Cherokee Purple were missing. The
contents of some of the fruit lay in nau-
seating puddles near the base of their
mother plants. It was a gory, pathetic
sight. The chicken shared my remorse
and | doubled my crawling efforts. | also
snatched every weed that represented
undergrowth cover around the tomato
plants. The surviving fruit was gathered
and suddenly | became aware that | was
not alone in the garden. Two beady eyes
met my glare. The culprit was there, hid-
ing beneath a German Green. | snatched
that villain with rabid speed. He was
placed in a shoebox and transported to
Silver Creek. At this point in the story, |
still had a modicum of compassion.

Rodger spoke the first words that
dampened my temporary victory. He
said, “there may have been more than
one turtle”. | felt a tinge of paranoia creep-
ing in. | needed help and wisdom from
a sage, so | called my Dad. He listened
with kindness and respect gz=
but | think that he may have
taken my pain too lightly.
My mother shared the fact
that my grandmother had |*-
once squared off with a
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sister poured salt on my [
wounds. Lori’s exact words [
were, “‘make friends with
the turtle”. Are you joking? &=
| should have known better
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than to call that tree hugger. How could
| have made myself so vulnerable? It is
easy to give shallow platitudes from a
distance. Forget the counsel, | needed
action. Alison and Andrew stepped up
to the plate. They designed, built, and
baited a turtle trap. They even embel-
lished the exterior with a turtle version
of Marilyn Monroe, and some butterflies
just asking to be eaten. Oh these chil-
dren are bone of my bone, such cre-
ative problem solvers.

Two days later, not in the trap, An-
drew found a second turtle right by the
Oxheart variety. We drove that fellow to
another water source and returned to
find his brother lounging in the black-
berry patch. A week later another visitor
was evident near the Tommy Toes. This
character too, was treated with dignity
and relocated. But now, now, | am be-
yond civilized responses.

A new culprit has taken up residence
and destroyed 30 tomatoes this week.
He has eaten his way up the rows and
demonstrated a slight boredom with
the ripening 16 heirloom varieties. Last
night, he even ate the bottom out of a
huge unripened Great White. This is it!

| can’t take anymore! | am not shar-
ing! This is not a charity effort! | don’t
slave away in my chemical free, to-
tally organic, earth friendly vegetable
patch in order to feed turtles. I've
shown species respect beyond mea-
sure and | am not normally a violent
person but everyone has a break-
ing point and | want you to hear the
crumble.

Someone had best call the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation and place
the common Box Turtle on the En-
dangered Species list. This is war.
Samson’s riddle has found a new
application and | am busily search-
ing for the best Turtle Soup recipe.

KNIT
TOGETHER

BEFORE YOUR NAME WAS ever
spoken on earth, it was already
known in heaven.

Before your first heartbeat echoed
in your mother's womb, the hands
of God were already at work. He
wasn't rushing. He wasn't guessing.
Every detail of your life was woven
together with divine precision.

Like a master craftsman knitting
every thread with purpose, God
carefully formed your body, your
personality, your gifts, and even the
days of your life. Nothing about you
is random. Nothing about you is an
accident.

The world may measure your
worth by your achievements, ap-
pearance, or approval from others.
But God established your value long
before you could prove anything.
Your identity began in His hands—
not in people's opinions.

The same God who knit you to-
gether is still working on you today.
The places where you feel broken
are not beyond His ability to restore.
The dreams that seem delayed are
still in the hands of the One who
wrote your story before it began.

Never believe the lie that your
life has no purpose. If God took the
time to knit you together, then He
also prepared a purpose that only
you can fulfill.

You were designed with intention.
You were created with love.

: You were formed for His glory.

Rest in this truth today: the hands
that created you have never let go
of you. © Prayer Room 2026
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